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DENR partners with Rotary Club, Brgy. 
Quirino 2 -A to install trash trap for 
cleaner esteros  
By DENRPublished on December 30, 2020 

 

QUEZON CITY, Dec. 30 --  The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) thru its 

Task Force Tayo ang Kalikasan, has partnered with the Rotary Club to install a trash trap in 

Quezon City for cleaner esteros. 

DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and Local Government Units Concerns and 

Supervising Undersecretary for Task Force Tayo Ang Kalikasan Benny D. Antiporda said that the 

trash trap will serve as òdefense trapó for garbage that comes from other barangays. 

òWe cannot solve the problem in Manila Bay if we cannot solve the problem in your barangay,ó 

Antiporda said during the program held on December 23, 2020 at the Multi -Purpose Court of 

Barangay Quirino 2-A. 

 
DENR photo 

The 19-foot trash trap, made of fish net and recycled plastic bottles, was installed in Buaya Creek 

in Barangay Quirino 2-A. 

According to Antiporda, Rotary Club districts have greatly contributed in environment protection 

through the distribution of trash traps for creeks in different areas, some of which are included in 

the DENRõs Enhanced Adopt-An-Estero Waterbody Project. 

Antiporda encouraged the community led by its chair Noel Agdeppa to participate not only in 

tree planting activities but also in caring for the trees to ensure their growth.  

More than 80 trash traps will be installed in identified creeks in Quezon City. One was installed in 

Barangay Novaliches Proper on September 21, 2019. 

Officials who joined the activity were Task Force Tayo ang Kalikasan Executive Director and 

Strategic Communication and Initiatives Service Assistant Director Maria Matilda A. Gaddi; Rene 

Madarang of Rotary District International 3780, former EMB Regional Director Engineer Roberto 

Sheen and of Rotary Club of Diliman Silangan, and Chi Armenta of Rotary Club of Cubao. 

Barangay Novaliches Proper Kagawad Enrique Añonuevo, Kagawad Elena Quinto, barangay 

officials from Barangay Quirino 2-A, and estero rangers also attended the event. 
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Barangay Novaliches Proper Kagawad Enrique Añonuevo, Kagawad Elena Quinto, barangay 

officials from Barangay Quirino 2-A, and estero rangers also attended the event. 

òIkaw, Ako, Tayo ang Kalikasan,ó said Antiporda òthatõs why we need to take care of our environment.ó 

(DENR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1062727  
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DENR: COVID-19 fails to dampen Manila 
Bay rehab efforts  
By DENRPublished on December 30, 2020 

 

QUEZON CITY, Dec. 30 --  The COVID-19 pandemic has not dampened government efforts to clean 

up Manila Bay as shown by the sizable gains achieved this year by the inter-agency task force led 

by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 

òOur work continues despite the limitations in mobilizing people, especially for our clean-up, 

monitoring and enforcement activities,ó said DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, who chairs the Manila 

Bay Task Force in charge of restoring the historic water body. 

Cimatu said the solar-powered sewage treatment plant (STP) inaugurated by the task force in July 

was among its significant accomplishments for the rehabilitation of Manila Bay. 

The STP is capable of treating 500,000 liters of wastewater per day from three drainage outfallsñ

Padre Faura, Remedios and Estero de San Antonio Abad. 

Cimatu said that among the priority areas for rehabilitation, a significant decrease in fecal coliform 

was recorded in three sites, namely, the Baywalk area, Estero de San Antonio Abad and Baseco 

Beach. 

 

n the Baywalk, fecal coliform is now down to 2,211,833 most probable number per 100 milliliters 

(MPN/100ml), compared to 5,666,213 MPN/100ml in 2019. 

The coliform level in Estero de San Antonio Abad also went down from 43,881,048 MPN/100ml to 

19,066,767 MPN/100ml, and Baseco Beach from 1,700,000 MPN/100ml in 2019 to 341,225 

MPN/100ml. 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/denr-eyes-farming-of-wood-of-the-gods-to-

avert-possible-extinction-of-local-species/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/denr-eyes-farming-of-wood-of-the-gods-to-avert-possible-extinction-of-local-species/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/denr-eyes-farming-of-wood-of-the-gods-to-avert-possible-extinction-of-local-species/
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Aside from these priority areas, cleanup activities were also regularly conducted in creeks, esteros 

and river systems. An average 60 metric tons of garbage were collected daily for a total of 24,471.30 

metric ton s from 2019. 

In partnership with the Department of Public Works and Highways, dredging and desilting 

operations were also conducted. In the Baywalk area, a total of 210,549 cubic meters (m3) of silts 

and submerged garbage were dredged. 

Meanwhile, a total of 551,768.72 m3 of dredged materials were collected from the esteros, creeks 

and rivers. These include esteros in eight priority river systems: San Juan River, Pasig River, Tullahan-

Tinajeros River, Navotas-Malabon River, Parañaque River, Las Piñas-Zapote River, Taguig-Pateros 

River, and Marikina River. 

Cimatu said the task force also introduced geo-engineering interventions in the bay, such as the 

installation of trash booms and silt curtains. 

òWe are optimistic that these measures will really help clean the waters of Manila Bay,ó Cimatu said. 

He added: òHowever, as I repeatedly stressed, this is an effort not only of the government but of 

every Filipino. We must work hand in hand.ó 

In Baseco, a circumferential sewerage interceptor was constructed and communal septic tanks were 

installed to minimize the direct discharge of untreated wastewater to the bay.  

Just recently, Project Kubeta Ko was launched at Parola Compound in Tondo, Manila by the city 

government of Manila, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Maynilad Water Services, Inc., 

Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System, and the DENR. 

The project aims to minimize open defecation in Manila Bay by informal settler families (ISFs) in 

Manila. It adopted a portable, container -based toilet solution to pr ovide dignified temporary 

sanitation facilities for ISFs prior to relocation. 

The cleanup and rehabilitation of Manila Bay is guided by the Operational Plan for the Manila Bay 

Coastal Strategy which covers the period 2017-2022, and by Administrative Order No. 16 issued by 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte in 2019. 

Both outline the specific actions, programs and projects to comply with the continuing mandamus 

of the Supreme Court to restore Manila Bay waters to Class SB, or intended for recreational activities 

like swimming and bathing. 

The implementation of the plan and the Presidentõs directive include the monitoring of 

establishments for pollution and compliance to effluent standards, and the monitoring of water 

quality in key river mouths, outfalls, and bathing beaches in the Manila Bay region. 

In September, the DENR also embarked on the beach nourishment project with the use of dolomite 

to rehabilitate and protect the coastal resources in the area, as well as to prevent coastal flooding, 

erosion, and pollutio n. The estimated cost of the entire project is P389 million, around P28 million 

of which is allotted for the dolomite overlay. (DENR) 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1062728  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1062728
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DENR on track to surpass 2020 
reforestation target  
By DENRPublished on December 29, 2020 

QUEZON CITY, Dec. 29 --  Around 45,000 hectares of denuded and open forestland have been 

planted with 35.6 million seedlings by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) as of October this year, posting a 95-percent accomplishment of its 2020 target of 47,166 

hectares. 

DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu expressed confidence of hitting the 2020 target under the 

Enhanced National Greening Program (ENGP), the governmentõs flagship reforestation initiative. 

òWe are on track to reach or even exceed the 100-percent mark as we are now gradually 

increasing targets for plantation establishments,ó Cimatu said. 

òWe are also doubling our efforts in protection and maintenance to increase the survival rates in 

plantation sites established in prior years,ó he added. 

From 2017 to 2019, protection and maintenance efforts have been undertaken in some 369,371 

ENGP plantations. These were established involving some 5,876 peoplesõ organizations (POs) as 

partners. 

In 2020, 807 more POs were enlisted as partners for the ENGP bringing to 6,683 the POs engaged 

by the DENR from 2017 to 2020. In 2019, only 19,617 hectares were targeted for planting or only 

14 percent of the 2018 target of 136,466. 

In total, around 2 million hectares have been planted with 1.7 billion seedlings since 2011 when 

the ENGP was launched. 

The program has also generated at least five million jobs, benefitting some 700,000 upland 

dwelling individuals hired in seedling production, site preparation of planting sites, and 

maintenance and plantation protect ion activities. 

From 2019 to June 2020, around 62,366 individuals have benefited from the 345,551 jobs created 

during the period. Another 2,740 were employed as forest extension workers tasked primarily to 

give technical assistance to all NGP partners and beneficiaries on proper tree plantation 

management. 

Forest extension workers also assist POs in sourcing affordable farming tools and post-harvest 

facilities, and in identifying opportunities to market their produce.  

In 2015, Malacañang issued Executive Order 193 extending the NGPõs implementation period 

from 2016 to 2028 to cover the countryõs estimated 7.1 million hectares of remaining 

unproductive, denuded, and degraded forestland. 

In its proposed 2021 budget, the ENGP targets to plant in 82,349 hectares and to produce 72.9 

million seedlings. (DENR) 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1062719  

 

https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1062719
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DE.2 ÅÙÅÓ ÆÁÒÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ Ȭ×ÏÏÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÄÓȭ ÔÏ 
avert possible extinction of local species  
ByJonathan L. Mayuga 

December 30, 2020 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is eyeing to promote backyard farming 
of agarwood, also known as the òwood of the gods,ó as a conservation measure and to save the species 
from rampant harvesting in the wild. 
 
To help save the species from extinction, DENR Assistant Secretary Ricardo Calderon, concurrent 
director of the DENRõs Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) told the BusinessMirror they are looking 
at allowing its propagation through backyard farming. 
 
òWe are looking at promoting farming of agarwood to save the species,ó Calderon said. 
 
The strategy is used in saving wild plant species with high commercial value, like orchids. This is the same 
principle behind the wildlife farming now being promoted for critically endangered species. 
 
In the Philippines, the DENR promotes crocodile farming for their skin, meat and other byproducts, to 
help save the saltwater reptile species from extinction. 
 
òJust like crocodile farming, we are looking at farming agarwood. [DENR] Secretary [Roy A.] Cimatu is 
open to this idea,ó Calderon said, adding that a draft administrative order will allow interested parties to 
venture into agarwood farming in the future once the policy is put in place. 
 
Calderon, a forestry expert said, science and technology will be a big factor in making agarwood farming 
work. 
 
He said friendly bacteria and virus applied to a fissure or wound it obtains in the wild can be imitated, 
hence, producing the same aromatic scent it exudes that make it very much in demand. 
 
òWe are waiting for the secretaryõs approval for this,ó he said. 
 
Authorities have been successful in intercepting shipments of agarwood in the past several 
months. However, this does not effectively prevent the speciesõ possible extinction. 
 
By allowing agarwood farming, Calderon said there will be a legal source of the wood, hence, buyers, as 
well as sellers, would not have to risk being caught for involvement in the illegal wildlife trade. 
 
Until the supply for agarwood becomes readily available and accessible from backyard agarwood farms, or 
even plantation, Calderon said there will always be enterprising middlemen who will look for supply and 
there will be enterprising Filipinos who will go to the forest to harvest agarwood hoping to cash in from 
the venture. 
 
Just recently, the Bureau of Customs confiscated 73 kilos of agarwood, with an estimated total value of 
P62 million at the Port of Davao on December 24. 
 
The seized agarwood is scheduled to be flown to Vietnam via the Ninoy Aquino International Airport in 
Manila. 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/denr-eyes-farming-of-wood-of-the-gods-to-

avert-possible-extinction-of-local-species/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/denr-eyes-farming-of-wood-of-the-gods-to-avert-possible-extinction-of-local-species/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/denr-eyes-farming-of-wood-of-the-gods-to-avert-possible-extinction-of-local-species/
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P62-M shipment of 
agarwood seized in Davao  
Philippine Daily Inquirer  / 05:08 AM December 29, 2020 

MANILA, Philippines ɂ The Bureau of Customs (BOC) has seized P62 million worth of 

agarwood for shipment to Vietnam via Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila. 

The 73 kilograms of agarwood chips in six boxes were confiscated at Port of Davao on Dec. 

24. 

Agarwood is on the National List of Threatened Philippine Plants. Agarwood, aloeswood, or 

gharuwood is a fragrant dark resinous wood used in making incense and perfume. It forms 

in the heartwood of aquilaria trees when they become infected with a type of mold. 

Agarwood is sought primarily for its warming qualities and for its soothing effects when 

burned as incense. The powdered form of the species is also used to treat diarrhea, 

dysentery, vomiting and anorexia. 

4ÈÅ "/# ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÉÐÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ×ÏÏÄÃÒÁÆÔȢȱ 

ɂTina G. Santos 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1377137/p62-m-shipment-of-agarwood-seized-in-davao  

V 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1377137/p62-m-shipment-of-agarwood-seized-in-davao
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BMB designates over 200 protected 

areas 

By DENRPublished on December 29, 2020 

QUEON CITY, Dec. 29 --  Despite the obvious challenges caused by COVID-19, 2020 was a 

productive year for the Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) after having successfully completed 

the designation of over 200 protected areas (PAs) and saved a dozen species from extinction this 

year. 

The BMB is a staff bureau of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

mandated to conserve and sustainably manage the countryõs rich biological diversity. 

DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu attributed BMBõs success to its unwavering commitment to making 

sure the countryõs flora and fauna are well protected even during the COVID-19 lockdown when 

people mobility is limited and environmental crimes are rampant.  

òThe effects of the community quarantine did not dampen the spirits of our people at BMB. They 

made sure that the agencyõs mandates are still fulfilled in the fullest extent possible,ó Cimatu said. 

Cimatu made the statement after the BMB reported that a total of 244 PAs covering more than 7 

million hectares have been either legislated or proclaimed in 2020, pursuant to Republic Act 11038 

or the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas (E-NIPAS) Act of 2018. 

 

DENR Assistant Secretary and concurrent BMB Director Ricardo Calderon said the importance of 

designating PAs could not be overstated. 

òWithout the legislated and proclaimed PAs in the Cagayan and Marikina River Basin, the 

devastation of Typhoon Ulysses could have been worst for the wildlife and the communities 

dependent on these natural ecosystems,ó he pointed out. 

Calderon noted that each PA is guided by a science-based management plan, incorporating 

biodiversity assessment tools that identify appropriate management and conservation measures 

for flora and fauna and their habitats.  

 

Calderon also reported ò12 species are no longer on the edge of extinctionó after the BMB 

intensified its wildlife protection and enforcement efforts.  

V 
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Calderon also reported ò12 species are no longer on the edge of extinctionó after the BMB 

intensified its wildlife protection and enforcement efforts.  

He said the respective conservation status of these species were downlisted from endangered to 

vulnerable and vulnerable to other threatened species (OTS). 

OTS, which is a classification under DENR Administrative Order 2019-09, refers to species or its 

varieties that is not critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable, but is under threat from 

adverse factors such as over collection throughout its range. 

Calderon said one such species is the Asian Giant Softshell Turtle (Pelochelys cantorii), which was 

downlisted two levels from its previous status of endangered to OTS. 

Another species that was downlisted to endangered to vulnerable are the Negros forest frog 

(Platymantis negrosensis), Mount Data forest frog (Platymantis subterrestris), Mindanao bleeding-

heart (Gallicolumba crinigera), Luzon water redstart (Rhyacornis bicolor). 

The Mindanao fanged frog (Limnonectes magnus), Basilan island caecilian (Ichthyophis 

glandulosus), Todaya caecilian (Ichthyophis mindanaoensis), Yellow-headed water monitor 

(Varanus cumingi), Marbled water monitor (Varanus marmoratus), Large-scaled water monitor 

(Varanus nuchalis), and Mount Isarog shrew-mouse (Archboldomys luzonensis) also downlisted 

from vulnerable to OTS. 

Calderon said that even with this achievement, the BMB should not be complacent since those 

species under OTS might likely revert to its vulnerable or endangered category if left as it is. 

òOne of the vital components as to why this is successful is our aggressive wildlife enforcement. To 

date, we have conducted eight successful operations despite the challenges brought about by the 

pandemic,ó Calderon said. 

Those operations led to the confiscation of 53 wild fauna and 27.36 kilograms of agarwood or 

derivatives of Aquilaria species with an estimated cost of P5.6 million. 

Moreover, seven new cases against wildlife criminals have been filed this year. As of September, the 

DENR secured 30 convictions out of 32 criminal cases it had previously filed against violators of RA 

9147 or the Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act of 2001. (DENR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1062721  

V 

https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1062721
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Amid Covid-19, government issues agricultural 
free patents covering 20,144.98 hectares  
ByJonathan L. Mayuga 

December 30, 2020 

 

Amid community lockdowns due to Covid-19, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), through its Land Management Bureau (LMB), was able to issue a total of 30,456 agricultural free 
patents covering around 20,144.98 hectares in various parts of the country in 2020. 
 
Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu said considering the travel restriction and work limitation 
challenges posed by Covid-19, the agency was able to score major accomplishments. 
 
This accomplishment slightly topped its own target by 4.25 percent. 
 
LMB Director Emelyne V. Talabis said the increase was due to December 31, 2020 deadline on the filing 
of applications pursuant to Republic Act 9176, as well as the increased use of the Land Administration 
Management System Philippines (LAMS), which fast-tracked the approval of land surveys. 
 
At the same time, the regions also issued 56,265 residential free patents covering around 1,408.46 hectares 
across 16 regions in the country. 
 
Such issuances of free patents, which include beneficiaries of the Handog Titulo Program, was in support 
of President Duterteõs socioeconomic agenda of ensuring security of land tenure to encourage investments 
and to address bottlenecks in land management and titling agencies. 
 
Modernization initiatives of LAMS, such as the migration of land records in the LAMS database, pilot 
testing of the submission of e-survey returns and online access to survey records, digital cadastral database 
cleansing, and projection of Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title or Certificate of Ancestral Land Title 
have been implemented in several cities and regions across the country. 
 
Meanwhile, in partnership with the Land Registration Authority (LRA), a joint memorandum circular has 
also been crafted to implement information sharing between LMBõs LAMS and LRAõs Philippine Land 
Registration and Information System, or PHILARIS. This will link the land information database managed 
by both agencies and significantly reduce turnaround time in the processing of land transactions. 
 
This year, the regional offices have also formulated the Foreshore Management and Development Plans 
for the provinces of La Union, Camarines Sur, Leyte, Eastern Samar, Camiguin and Davao Oriental, and 
the city of Iloilo. 
 
Each plan contains a broad analysis of the conditions and issues covering foreshore lands, as well as 
recommendations on the appropriate foreshore management scheme to be adopted for each of the said 
provinces and city. 
 
Upon the recommendation of LMB and DENR-Region 13, Secretary Cimatu, through the Undersecretary 
for Field Operations, Enforcement and Muslim Affairs Jim Sampulna lifted the titling suspension in 
Siargao on November 18, 2019. This year, the suspension was lifted in South Cotabato and Sarangani on 
January 29, Panglao, Bohol on February 28, and Palawan on March 2. 
 
Rapid Land Tenure Assessment (RLTA) was also conducted by the regional offices in support of a 
planned nationwide acceleration of titling. RLTA is a barangay profiling activity designed to determine how 
much titling work is still needed to be done in a local government unit. 
 
 
 
 
The LMB also intensified public awareness on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Mechanism through 

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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The LMB also intensified public awareness on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Mechanism through 
the conduct of òADR on Wheelsó in selected cities, as well as its online talk show òTalakayang Panlupaó to 
encourage parties to settle  disputes amicably. 
 
òThe resilience that we have developed because of the pandemic all the more drives us to continue to work 
on our commitment to provide policy direction and technical support on land management and 
administration for 2021,ó said Talabis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/amid-covid-19-government-issues-

agricultural-free-patents-covering-20144-98-hectares/  

 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/amid-covid-19-government-issues-agricultural-free-patents-covering-20144-98-hectares/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/12/30/amid-covid-19-government-issues-agricultural-free-patents-covering-20144-98-hectares/
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Manila LGU launches óNiladô plant 
repopulation project 
Published December 29, 2020, 9:06 PM 

by Minka Klaudia Tiangco 

The Manila City government has started planting ñNiladò along the Baseco Esplanade in Port Area on 

Tuesday.  

 
(photo from Manila PIO) 

This is in line with its plans to bring back the population of the said plants in the capital city. 

Manila Vice Mayor Honey Lacuna-Pangan scored the importance of reviving the Nilad plantôs 
population as it is said to be where the city got its name. 

The name ñMaynilaò was said to be coined from the ñNiladò plant, a stalky-rice plant that has 
white and yellow flowers. 

ñLahat po ng proyektong ilulunsad natin dito ay para sa pagpapaganda at pagpapaunlad ng 
inyong komunidad (All the projects that we will launch here are for the beautification and 
progress of your community),ò the vice mayor said in her speech.  

The Manila Department of Public Services and Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources-Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau has identified at least four 
potential sites to place Nilad plants.  

These include Baseco Beach, a vacant lot near H2O Hotel, the back of STP building adjacent 
to Manila Yacht Club, and plant boxes or islands along the Manila Baywalk.  

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/12/29/manila-lgu-launches-nilad-plant-repopulation-project/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/minka-klaudia-tiangco
https://mb.com.ph/2020/12/29/manila-lgu-launches-nilad-plant-repopulation-project/
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/163550757135020/posts/2344312195725521/  
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TESDA opens online course on waste 
management 
Jaehwa Bernardo, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Dec 29 2020 07:17 PM 

 

Garbage collectors collect trash at the Blumentritt public market in Manila on October 21, 2020. Jonathan Cellona, 

ABS-CBN News 

MANILA ï The Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) said Tuesday it launched an 

online course on waste management to educate more Filipinos on the proper disposal and segregation of 

garbage. 

TESDA said it developed the online course, which is open to the public, in cooperation with the National Solid 

Waste Management Commission of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

ñThe free, self-paced course is composed of two units covering the concepts and practices of ecological solid 

waste management,ò TESDA said in a statement. 

ñIt intends to enhance the knowledge, skills and attitudes of the learners on the proper classification, 

segregation, minimization and disposal of solid wastes,ò it said. 

The TESDA added that the course would also tackle salient features of Philippine environmental laws. 

A certificate and completion can be downloaded for those who will get at least 80 percent in a summative test at 

the end of the course, TESDA said. 

In mid-March, TESDA strengthened its online course program to accommodate a larger number of enrollees 

after parts of the country were placed on lockdown to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Those interested may register on the e-TESDA website or TESDA app. 
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