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Manila Bay rehab, estero declogging continues 
ð Cimatu 
Published November 18, 2020, 6:11 PM 

by Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz 

 

Amid the recent massive flooding in Metro Manila, the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) assured that it has been continuously cleaning up the Manila Bay and its 

tributaries to help prevent flooding due to clogged waterways. 

 

 
Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu (RTVM / FILE PHOTO / MANILA BULLETIN) 

ñAs the rehabilitation of Manila Bay pushes forward, we have not waned in our efforts to 
declog esteros in Metro Manila to ensure that these are free of waste materials that choke 
rivers and river systems,ò  DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu said in a statement on Wednesday. 
 
ñDeclogging these waterways bring back their depth to prevent overflow that inundate nearby 
communities and lead to loss of lives and property,ò he added. 
 
As of Oct. 29, the DENR cleanup activities within the Manila Bay region have covered a total 
of 51.88 kilometers of primary esteros and removed 526,477.58 cubic meters of garbage and 
silt. 
 
Before emptying into Manila Bay, these esteros drain into primary r iver systems, such as 
Pasig, San Juan, Las Piñas-Zapote, Taguig-Pateros, Parañaque, Marikina, and Navotas-
Malabon. 
 
The DENR conducts regular cleanup activities in creeks leading to these river systems, 
which include clearing, desilting, grubbing, removal and hauling of submerged garbage in 
esteros. 
 
These activities have also lowered the fecal coliform level in the Manila Baywalk area from 
62,700 most probable number per 100 millimeter (mpn/100ml) in January 2019 to 9,200 
mpn/100ml in September 2020, according to the DENR. 
 
Cimatu, who chairs the Manila Bay Inter-Agency Task Force, said the cooperation of all 
stakeholders was essential and critical in restoring the water quality of Manila Bay.  
 
ñThe DENR has been working with local government units and has entered into partnerships 
with the private sector to sustain the efforts initiated by the task force,ò he said. 
 
According to the DENR chief, ñgarbage-free waterways will help mitigate flooding as 
typhoons intensify and increase in number every year because of climate change.ò 
 
 
 
 
In partnership with the Department of Public Works and Highways, 78.34 percent or 
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In partnership with the Department of Public Works and Highways, 78.34 percent or 
656,180.72 cubic meters out of the targeted 837,572.42 cubic meters of dredged materials 
have been removed from creeks and rivers. 
 
Other solid waste management interventions to clean Manila Bay include the installation of 
trash traps or trash screens in esteros to prevent trash from further flowing downstream, and 
the distribution of rolling trash bins and tri-bike or ñhabal-habalò in barangays for proper 
waste collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/11/18/manila-bay-rehab-estero-declogging-continues-cimatu/  
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Villar, Cimatu mamumuno sa Build Better 
Task Force 
By Malou Escudero(Pilipino Star Ngayon)  - November 19, 2020 - 12:00am 

 
Ayon kay Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque, sina Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

Secretary Roy Cimatu at Department of Public Works and Highways Mark Villar na ang hahawak sa task force. 
Senate PRIB/Cesar Tomambo 

 

MANILA, Philippines ð Hindi na si Executive Secretary Salvador Medialdea ang 
mamumuno sa binuong ñBuild Back Better Task Forceò ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte 
na tututok sa rehabilitasyon ng mga lugar na sinalanta ng mga nagdaang bagyo at 
baha. 

Ayon kay Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque, sina Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu at Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) Mark Villar na ang hahawak sa task force. 

Sinabi ni Roque na ibinase ng Pangulo ang desisyon sa Science. 

ñNot only this is based on science, but it also makes sense because when we talk of 
rehabilitation, we talk basically of roads and bridges and buildings destroyed which is 
the turf of the DPWH and you also talk about the scientific reasons why we have 
typhoons of this nature which is climate change and that is the rationale for the DENR 
co-heading the task force,ò ani Roque. 

Ayon kay Roque, tama lamang na ang dalawang opisyal ang mamuno sa task force 
dahil ang kailangang ayusin ay ang mga nasirang mga kalsada at tulay na dulot ng 
mga malalakas na nagdaang bagyo at baha na isinisisi sa climate change. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2020/11/19/2057917/villar-

cimatu-mamumuno-sa-build-better-task-force/amp/  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804758/malou-escudero
https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2020/11/19/2057917/villar-cimatu-mamumuno-sa-build-better-task-force/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/bansa/2020/11/19/2057917/villar-cimatu-mamumuno-sa-build-better-task-force/amp/
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Cimatu, Villar to head typhoon rehab task force  

 

ByKeith Calayag 

November 18, 2020 

The task force on typhoon rehabilitation will be jointly headed by Environment and Natural 

Resources Secretary Roy Cimatu and Public Works and Highways Secretary Mark Villar, Palace 

spokesman Harry Roque said on Wednesday. 

Malacañang earlier named Executive Secretary Salvador Medialdea as the head of the ñBuild Back 

Betterò task force that will focus on post-disaster rehabilitation and recovery of typhoon-hit areas. 

ñInstead of the Executive Secretary heading the task force, it will now be jointly headed by the 

Secretary of the Environment and Natural Resources, Secretary Cimatu, as well as DPWH 

Secretary Mark Villar,ò Roque said in an interview with CNN Philippines on Wednesday. 

He said Cimatu and Villar leading the task force ñmakes senseò because the panel will be in charge 

of rebuilding infrastructures and addressing climate change problems. 

ñNot only is this based on Science, but it also makes sense because when we talk of rehabilitation, 

we talk basically of roads and bridges and buildings destroyed by calamity which is the turf of the 

DPWH and you also talk about the scientific reasons why we have typhoons of this nature which is 

climate change and that is the rationale for the DENR co-heading the task force,ò he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/11/18/news/latest-stories/cimatu-villar-to-head-

typhoon-rehab-task-force/798140/  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/keith/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frmn.ph%2Fdpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frmn.ph%2Fdpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan%2F
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/11/18/news/latest-stories/cimatu-villar-to-head-typhoon-rehab-task-force/798140/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/11/18/news/latest-stories/cimatu-villar-to-head-typhoon-rehab-task-force/798140/
https://www.manilatimes.net/author/keith/
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DPWH Sec. Villar at DENR Sec. Cimatu, itinalagang 
bagong pinuno ng Task Force na mangangasiwa sa 
rehabilitation efforts ng pamahalaan 
By RadyoMaN Manila    -Nov. 18, 2020 at 10:49am 

 
COURTESY Mark Villar Fac ebook page and The Bohol Chronicl e 

Hindi na si Executive Secretary Salvador Medialdea ang mamumuno sa Task Force 
na pinalikha ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na syang tututok sa ikakasang 
rehabilitation efforts ng pamahalaan. 

Ayon kay Presidential Spokesman Harry Roque, sina Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH) Secretary Mark Villar at Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu na ang mangangasiwa sa naturang Task 
Force. 

Ito ay ayon kay Roque, ang ilan sa mga binago sa Executive Order na lumilikha sa 
ñBuild Back Better Task Force.ò 

Ang pagbabago aniya ay ginawa base na rin sa Siyensya. 

Paliwanag ni Roque, marapat lamang naman na pamunuan ng DPWH ang 
rehabilitation efforts dahil ang pinag-uusapan dito ay pagkukumpuni at paggawa ng 
mga tulay, lansangan at mga gusali na winasak ng bagyo. 

Habang nasa DENR naman aniya ang bola kung scientific reason ang pag-uusapan 
lalo na sa isyu ng climate change. 

 

 

 

Source: https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-

force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-

pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-

vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY  

 

https://rmn.ph/author/radyoman/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frmn.ph%2Fdpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frmn.ph%2Fdpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan%2F
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
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6ÉÌÌÁÒȟ #ÉÍÁÔÕ ÍÁÍÕÍÕÎÏ ÓÁ Ȭ"ÕÉÌÄ "ÅÔÔÅÒ 4ÁÓË 
&ÏÒÃÅȭ 
By Bombo Reymund Tinaza 

 -November 18, 2020 | 3:32 PM 

 

 

Hindi na si Executive Secretary Salvador Medialdea ang mamumuno sa Task Force na 

pinalikha ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na siyang tututok sa ikakasang rehabilitation 

efforts ng pamahalaan. 

Sinabi ni Presidential Spokesman Harry Roque, sina Public Works and Highways Sec. 

Mark Villar at Environment Sec. Roy Cimatu na ang mangangasiwa sa task force. 

Ayon kay Sec. Roque, ito ay ilan sa mga binago sa Executive Order nÁ ÌÕÍÉÌÉËÈÁ ÓÁ Ȱ"ÕÉÌÄ 

"ÁÃË "ÅÔÔÅÒ 4ÁÓË &ÏÒÃÅȢȱ 

Ang pagbabago ay ginawa umano batay na rin sa siyensya. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/villar-cimatu-mamumuno-sa-build-better-task-force/  

V 

https://www.bomboradyo.com/author/newsed6/
https://www.bomboradyo.com/villar-cimatu-mamumuno-sa-build-better-task-force/
https://www.bomboradyo.com/villar-cimatu-mamumuno-sa-build-better-task-force/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frmn.ph%2Fdpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frmn.ph%2Fdpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan%2F
https://www.bomboradyo.com/villar-cimatu-mamumuno-sa-build-better-task-force/
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Task force for rehab to be headed by 
DENR, DPWH: Roque 
By Azer Parrocha  November 18, 2020, 3:50 pm 
 

 

MANILA ï The task force in charge of rehabilitating typhoon-hit areas will be headed by the Departments of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and Public Works and Highways (DPWH), Malacañang said 
Wednesday. 

Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque said that DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu and DPWH Secretary Mark 
Villar will be heading the task force. He earlier said Executive Secretary Salvador Medialdea will be task force 
chair. 

ñNabago na po iyong Executive Order (The Executive Order changed). Actually, when I announced it, the 
Executive Order had not yet been signed. But it has since been modified and it is now jointly headed by the 
DENR Secretary, as well as the DPWH Secretary. So hindi na po head ng task force si Executive Secretary (So 
the Executive Secretary will no longer be head of the task force),ò he said in an interview over CNN Philippinesô 
The Source. 

He said the changes to the executive order, which is currently being drafted, was ñbased on scienceò. 

ñOf course, not only it is based in science but it is also to make sense because when we talk of rehabilitation, 
you talk basically of roads and bridges and buildings destroyed by a calamity which is the turf of the DPWH; 
and you also talk about the scientific reasons why we have typhoons of this nature which is climate change, 
and that is the rationale of the DENR co-heading the task force,ò he added. 

Roque, meanwhile, confirmed that Duterte has officially placed the entire Luzon under state of calamity. 

In a taped speech aired Tuesday night, Duterte said he signed the declaration on Monday. 

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) earlier recommended to the 
President to place the entire Luzon under a state of calamity. 

Under a state of calamity, rescue, relief, and rehabilitation efforts of the government and the private sector, 
including any international humanitarian assistance will be hastened. 

ñThe local governments can now spend their calamity funds without restrictions óno. So importante po iyan 
dahil, otherwise, magkakaroon ng (So thatôs important because, otherwise, there will be) red tape in the release 
of these calamity funds,ò Roque said. 

The declaration of a state of calamity also effectively controls the prices of basic goods and commodities in the 
affected areas. 

ñThereôs an automatic price freeze upon a declaration of a state of calamity. So magkakaroon po tayo ng mga 
(So we will have) price control on basic goods and commodities, lalung-lalo na po sa pagkain at sa tubig 
(especially food and water),ò he added. 

Successive Typhoons Quinta and Ulysses and Super Typhoon Rolly caused billions worth of damages in 
agriculture and infrastructure. 

 



November 19, 2020 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline  

Editorial  

Column  

Opinion  

Feature Article  

Successive Typhoons Quinta and Ulysses and Super Typhoon Rolly caused billions worth of damages in 
agriculture and infrastructure. 

The death toll due to Typhoon Ulysses, the most recent typhoon to hit the country, has reached nearly 70 and 
thousands have been displaced. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1122204  
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DENR, DPWH to lead typhoon rehab efforts, 
OP to act as oversight -Palace 
Published November 18, 2020 6:19pm 

Updated November 18, 2020 7:51pm 

By VIRGIL LOPEZ, GMA News 

Malacañang on Wednesday said the Environment and Public Works departments will lead 

the governmeFLӐK J=@9:ADAL9LAGF HJG?J9E >GJ 9J=9K @AL :Q L@= J=;=FL LQH@GGFKӄ 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources will be the chairperson of the Build 
Back Better Task Force with the Department of Public Works and Highways as co-chair, said 

presidential spokesperson Harry Roque. 

ӑ2@= 9<EAFAKLJ9LAGF AK ;GFKA<=JAF? 9 K;A=F;=-based approach in our rehabilitation and 
J=;GN=JQ =>>GJLKӅӒ 0GIM= K9A<ӄ ӑ2@= D=9<=JK@AH JGD= O9K ?AN=F LG ӨL@=ө "#,0 9F< ".5& AF

recognition of their respective mandates and core comp=L=F;=ӄӒ 

Executive Secretary Salvador Medialdea, who was previously named chairperson, will have 
an oversight function. The task force also has to give regular reports to the Office of the 

President through Medialdea. 

The task force also has to give a quarterly report to the Office of the President through 
Medialdea, and publish an annual report on its accomplishments, including projects and 

programs implemented and budget utilized.  

The other members of the task force include the secretaries of national defense, human 
settlements, socioeconomic planning, transportation, interior and local government, 

energy, trade and industry, agriculture, budget, finance, education, health, social welfare 

and development, science and technology and labor and employment. 

President Rodrigo Duterte last week moved for the creation of the Build Back Better Task 

Force to speed up the rehabilitation of typhoon-ravaged areas, especially in Luzon 

provinces. 

3F<=J "ML=JL=ӐK #P=;MLAN= -J<=J ҏҐҎ KA?F=< GF 5=<F=K<9QӅ L@= L9KC >GJ;e shall serve as the 

overall body to ensure whole-of-government implementation and monitoring of post-

disaster recovery and rehabilitation efforts. 

 

Source: https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/764100/duterte-orders-creation-of-task-force-for-rolly-ulysses-response/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/764100/duterte-orders-creation-of-task-force-for-rolly-ulysses-response/story/
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
https://rmn.ph/dpwh-sec-villar-at-denr-sec-cimatu-itinalagang-bagong-pinuno-ng-task-force-na-mangangasiwa-sa-rehabilitation-efforts-ng-pamahalaan/?fbclid=IwAR1R0W_4EGvDpLU72DEw0-vA69ptDELtapGCI6dWHZL7z7Q7aE7RTW0pjyY
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The inter-agency body must also strengthen the institutional knowledge and expertise of 

the local government units on disaster recovery and rehabilitation and build safer sites for 

housing as well as restore or expand economic activities in typhoon-hit areas. 

The body must ensure availability and adequacy of key lifelines such as basic needs, 

medical services, electricity, water, telecommunications, and transportation that can be 

mobilized immediately after the typhoon. 

Consultations with affected communities and non-government, youth and civic 

organizations in the crafting, implementation and evaluation of programs and projects will 

also be conducted. 

Duterte directed the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the Philippine Coast Guard and other 

uniformed personnel to provide logistical and technical assistance in the rehabilitation and 

recovery efforts.  

He also ordered the Department of Budget and Management to prioritize the funding 

requirements for the components of the Post-Disaster Rehabilitation and Recovery Program 
for areas affected by typhoons Rolly and Ulysses and other future typhoons, which have 

been endorsed by the task force. ӜAOL/NB, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/764662/denr-dpwh-to-lead-typhoon-

rehab-efforts-op-to-act-as-oversight-palace/story/  

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/764662/denr-dpwh-to-lead-typhoon-rehab-efforts-op-to-act-as-oversight-palace/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/764662/denr-dpwh-to-lead-typhoon-rehab-efforts-op-to-act-as-oversight-palace/story/
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Palace issues EO on typhoon rehab, recovery 
efforts 
By Azer Parrocha  November 18, 2020, 9:10 pm 

 

MANILA ï Malacañang on Wednesday released Executive Order (EO) No. 120 creating a "Build Back Better 
Task Force" for post-disaster rehabilitation and recovery efforts in areas affected by successive typhoons. 

Under EO 120, which President Rodrigo Duterte signed on Wednesday, the task force will expedite and lead 
the preparation, implementation, and monitoring of a post-disaster rehabilitation and recovery program for 
typhoon-affected areas. 

It will also be in charge of ensuring availability and adequacy of key lifelines such as basic needs, medical 
services, electricity, water, telecommunication and transportation that can be mobilized immediately after the 
typhoon. 

In signing the EO, Duterte recognized that the current and future Disaster Recovery and Rehabilitation 
demands and the realities in the bureaucratic framework warrant a high-level institutional platform and a more 
permanent body that will allow the national government to work in a sustained and integrated manner, with a 
clear unity of command, during a typhoon's post-disaster recovery and rehabilitation phase. 

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu will be the chair of the task force while Public Works Secretary Mark Villar 
will be co-chair. 

Members of the task force include the chairperson of National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council (NDRRMC) and secretary of Defense; secretaries of the Department of Human Settlements and Urban 
Development, National Economic and Development Authority, Transportation, Interior and Local Government, 
Energy, Trade and Industry, Agriculture, Budget and Management, Finance, Education, Health, Social Welfare 
and Development, Labor and Employment, and Science and Technology; and General Manager of the National 
Housing Authority. 

Administrators of the Land Registration Authority; Local Water Utilities Administration; National Electrification 
Administration; National Irrigation Administration; Philippine Coconut Authority; and Chair of the Cooperative 
Development Authority will also be among the members. 

The NDRRMC, with the Office of Civil Defense with its implementing arm, will continue to pursue its mandates 
in all thematic areas of the DRRM system for other natural and human-induced disasters. 

The task force may designate heads to lead recovery and rehabilitation efforts of the national government in a 
specific typhoon-affected area or region, without prejudice to the President's prerogative to make such 
designations. 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines, the Philippine Coast Guard, and other uniformed personnel are directed 
to provide logistical and technical assistance in the rehabilitation and recovery efforts. 

The task force must submit to the President, through the Executive Secretary, a quarterly report on the 
implementation of the order and publish and annual report on its accomplishments, including projects and 
programs implemented and budget utilized. 

 

All government agencies, including government -owned and -controlled corporations and government financial 
institutions as well as state universities and colleges are directed and LGUs are enjoined to provide necessary 
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All government agencies, including government -owned and -controlled corporations and government financial 
institutions as well as state universities and colleges are directed and LGUs are enjoined to provide necessary 
support and assistance to the task force. 

Funding of the program will be sourced from existing appropriations of the member-agencies of the task force, 
the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Fund and other funding sources. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1122277  
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MUNGKAHI NI CIMATU: AGARANG DREDGING 
SA CAGAYAN RIVER AT PAGTATANIM NG TREE 
SEEDLINGS 

 

November 19, 2020 @ 12:20 AM  6 hours ago 

 

IMINUNGKAHI ni Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu ang agarang dredging sa 
Cagayan River at pagtatanim ng 200 milyong tree seedlings sa mga mabababang 
agricultural area sa Cagayan matapos makaranas ang probinsya ng malalang 
pagbaha dahil na rin sa matinding pag-ulan dala ng bagyong Ulysses. 

Ipinahayag ni Cimatu ang dalawang mungkahi na ito sa ginanap na cabinet meeting 
na pinangunahan mismo ni Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte sa Tuguegarao City 
noong Nobyembre 15. 

Ang pangulo at ang kanyang gabinete ay nagtungo sa capital city ng Cagayan upang 
personal na malaman ang kalalagayan at pinsalang dulot ng bagyo. 

ñThese are the interventions, which we can already start.  I think if we do these, we 
can already make a difference, Mr. President,ò pahayag ni Cimatu kay Duterte sa 
ginanap na cabinet meeting. 

Sinuportahan naman ng Punong Ehekutibo ang panukalang ito ni Cimatu at sinabi pa 
nito na, ñGo for it and I will support you all the way.ò 

Sinabi ni Cimatu na ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
noon pa ay nagsasagawa na ng reforestation sa Cagayan sa pamamagitan ng 
Enhanced National Greening Program (ENGP) na nakatuon sa upland areas. 

Aniya, ang mabababang pang-agrikulturang lugar, kasama na ang privately-owned na 
mga lupa, ay nararapat nang maisama sa sakop na programa ng ENGP. 

Iniuugnay ni Cimatu ang lakas at dalas ng bagyo at ang dala nitong hindi 
pangkaraniwang dami ng tubig-ulan sa climate change o ang pagbabago ng klima. 

Sinabi pa ng DENR chief na inaprubahan na niya ang hiling ni Cagayan Governor 
Manuel Mamba na magkaroon ng dredging sa 30 kilometro ng Cagayan River. 

Ayon kay Cimatu, ang dredging ang magbibigay-solusyon sa problemang masikip na 
bahagi ng Cagayan River na tinatawag na Magapit Narrows. 

Ang Narrows na ito ay bumabaybay sa mga bayan ng Alcala, Gattaran at Lallo. 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/764707/mgb-parts-of-cagayan-river-

V 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/764707/mgb-parts-of-cagayan-river-less-than-two-meters-deep/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/764707/mgb-parts-of-cagayan-river-less-than-two-meters-deep/story/
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Idiniin pa nito na ang 18 major rivers sa Quirino, Nueva Viscaya, Isabela at Cordillera 
Administrative Region ay dumadaloy sa Cagayan River, dahilan kung kaya ang 
probinsya ay prone sa malawakang pagbaha. 

Ipinaliwanag pa ni Cimatu na ang ñbottleneck sitesò sa Magapit Narrows ay 
nagpapabagal din sa daloy ng tubig baha na tumungo sa Aparri Delta hanggang sa 
Babuyan Channel. 

Aniya, mapagaganda ng dredging ang volume capacity ng Cagayan River nang 
walang gagastusin ang gobyerno dahil ang provincial government ay kasalukuyan 
nang humahanap ng kontraktor. 

Papayagan ang contractor na maibenta ang kanyang na-dredge na minerals, kung 
saan ay kumikita rin ang gobyerno mula sa revenues nito, base na rin sa nakasaad sa 
DENR Administrative Order (DAO) 2020-07 na may pamagat na ñRationalizing 
Dredging Activities in Heavily-Silted River Channels Pursuant to the DENR-DPWH-
DILG-DOTR Joint Memorandum Circular No.1 Series of 2019.ò 

Binibigyang katwiran ng DAO ang dredging activities sa ñheavily silted river channelsò 
sa bansa upang makatulong na maibalik ang kanilang natural na kalagayan at daloy, 
at mabawasan ang pagbaha. 

Dito ipinaaako sa kontraktor ang lahat ng gagastusin sa dredging operation, kapalit 
ang anomang mineral na kanilang makukuha, ngunit kinakailangan pa rin nilang 
bayaran ang mga national at local taxes sa gobyerno. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/mungkahi-ni-cimatu-agarang-dredging-sa-cagayan-river-at-

pagtatanim-ng-tree-seedlings/  
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https://www.remate.ph/mungkahi-ni-cimatu-agarang-dredging-sa-cagayan-river-at-pagtatanim-ng-tree-seedlings/
https://www.remate.ph/mungkahi-ni-cimatu-agarang-dredging-sa-cagayan-river-at-pagtatanim-ng-tree-seedlings/
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Illegal wildlife trade blamed for diseases brought 
by animals 
November 18, 2020 | 7:57 pm 

 

THE ENVIRONMENT department would continue efforts to stem the illegal wildlife trade to 
prevent the spread of microbial infections from animals to humans, an official said on 
Wednesday. 

ñTo help prevent the infection of people by microbes from animals, we have been cracking 
down hard on illegal trafficking of wildlife,ò Environment Undersecretary Jonas R. Leones told 
an online news briefing. 

He also said the agency supports the World Health Organization (WHO) in trying to cut cases 
of antimicrobial resistance, which happens when bacteria, viruses, fungi and parasites resist 
drugs. 

Man-made activities that destroy the environment increase contact between humans and 
animals and may result in more diseases caused by germs from animals, according to an 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Regional Trends report released this month. 

ñEnvironmental damage through deforestation, logging and mining increases our exposure to 
diseases by increasing human-to-animal contact,ò it said.  

Citing an earlier study by Stanford University, APEC said increased interactions between 
animals and humans due to deforestation could cause the spread of new diseases such as 
the coronavirus. 

ñThe study finds that about 60% of infectious diseases have zoonotic origins, that is, they are 
caused by the crossover of pathogens from animals to humans,ò according to the report. 

ñThe frequency of such occurrences is likely to continue increasing as people destroy more 
habitats through unsustainable practices,ò it added. 

In July, Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu cited the need for heavier penalties to curb the 
illegal wildlife trade. ð Angelica Y. Yang 

 

Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/illegal-wildlife-trade-blamed-for-diseases-brought-by-

animals/  

 

https://www.bworldonline.com/illegal-wildlife-trade-blamed-for-diseases-brought-by-animals/
https://www.bworldonline.com/illegal-wildlife-trade-blamed-for-diseases-brought-by-animals/
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MGB: Parts of Cagayan River less than two 
meters deep 
Published November 18, 2020 11:33pm 

Some parts of the Cagayan River which were previously five to six feet meters deep now 

have a depth of less than two meters, causing easy flooding, the initial study of the Mines 

and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) has shown. 

;;GJ<AF? LG (MF 4=F=J9;AGFӐK J=HGJLGF ӑҐҒ -J9KӅӒ L@= +% J=;GEE=F<=< 9MLhorities to 

conduct dredging to solve the problem. However, it was unable to start dredging activities 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

ӑӏYung original capacity niya to drain, maybe limited by less. Baka more than half na ӏQMF?

ano na limit ng capacity niya. Assuming na same volume of water ang dadaan at meron na 

KAQ9F? E9L=JA9DӅ E9? GN=J>DGO F9 ӏQ9FӅӒ +% <AJ=;LGJ LLQӄ 5AD>J=<G +GF;9FG K9Ad. 

However, Moncano said that even dredging may not have stopped the flooding in the 

Cagayan province. He added that the heavy rains brought by the typhoons made the land 

saturated and unable to absorb water. 

ӑ+9CAL9 C9 F? KHGF?=ӄ .9?C9 E9Q LM:A? <AQ9F ALJa-LJ9HG EG ӏQMF? KHGF?= F9 ӏQ9F F9 O9D9

pang laman, ah, hindi pa siya kwan, ma-9:KGJF FAQ9 ӏQMF? CO9Fӄ +9DAFAK ӏQMF? LM:A?ӈ E9-

9:KGJ: ӏQ9FӅӒ +GF;9FG K9A<ӄ  

ӑ.=JG CMF? HAFG F9 F? LM:A? ӏQMF? KHGF?= F9 ӏQGFӄ )9@AL 9FGF? 9FG EG H9Ӆ H9@A< FMF?

KHGF?= F9 ӏQGFӅ9F<Q9F H9 JAF ӏQMF? LM:A?ӅӒ @= 9<<=<ӄ 

President Rodrigo Duterte has ordered the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources the illegal mining and illegal logging in Cagayan following the widespread 

flooding in the province. 

However, the MGB has said that there were no big mines in Cagayan Valley. 

It said that the areas with mines are Davao de Oro, Agusan del Sur, Camarines Sur, 

Camarines Norte, Baguio, Masbate, and the Zamboanga Peninsula. 

ӑ59D9F? ;GFLJA:MLAGF 9F? EAFAF? <AQ9F :=;9MK= MF9Ӆ 9F? E9D9D9CAng minahan diya is not in 

!9?9Q9F 49DD=Q :ML AF ,M=N9 4AR;9Q9ӅӒ +GF;9FG K9A<ӄ -Joahna Lei Casilao/NB, GMA News 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/764707/mgb-parts-of-cagayan-river-

less-than-two-meters-deep/story/  
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PNP orders crackdown on illegal mining, 
logging in Region 2 
By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan  November 18, 2020, 10:20 pm 

 

MANILA ï Philippine National Police Chief, General Debold Sinas, on Wednesday ordered to intensify police 
operations against illegal mining and logging activities in Cagayan Valley after floods devastated the region due 
to the onslaught of recent typhoons 

ñSa kautusan ni Gen. Sinas to ensure yung mga ganyang violations of environmental laws mabigyan pansin. 
From the level of Chief of PNP, yung illegal logging part yan na discuss sa national headquarters (General 
Sinas ordered to look into illegal logging activities after a meeting at the PNP national headquarters),ò PNP 
spokesperson Brig. Gen Ildebrandi Usana told the Philippine News Agency in a phone interview. 

He said the PNP will not hesitate to stop these activities if existing environmental laws are violated. 

Usana said Police Regional Office (PRO) 2 Director, Brig. Gen. Crizaldo Nieves, has implemented measures by 
conducting an investigation in coordination with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

òWe will be working with DENR as the premier enforcer sa nangyayari sa bundok (on activities in the forest) like 
illegal mining and logging. And this is implemented by police by conducting checkpoints,ò he said. 

DENR foresters, he said, monitor illegal logging activities. 

Nieves said the PNP is serious in the anti-illegal logging campaign since February 2020 and has confiscated 
177,000 board feet of illegal logs worth more than PHP5 million. 

He added a total of 322 operations were conducted resulting in the arrest of 404 persons including three police 
officers and are now facing charges of violation of Presidential Decree No. 705 or the Anti-Illegal Logging Law. 

ñHindi lang illegal logging ang cause ng pagbaha , but maraming factors isa na dito mga (Aside from illegal 
logging, there are other factors that cause floods like) tributaries leading to Cagayan River, long term rainfall 
that causes saturation of the soil, and not properly silted rivers. Illegal logging, since I assumed 4 months ago, 
is being addressed strictly with DENR. We created a task force composed of all law enforcement agencies,ò 
Nieves said in a separate interview with reporters. (PNA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1122189  
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