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DENR chief pushes creation of enforcement bureau

Published November 9, 2020, 2:09 PM
by Ellalyn De VeraRuiz

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Roy Cimatu is hopeful that
Malacanang would certify a proposed measure creating an enforcement bureau within the
DENR as urgent, following the murder of another forest ranger in Agusan del Sur last Oct. 28.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(MANILA BULLETIN)
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DENR forest guard Marianito Rufano was allegedly killed by armed men while leading a twalay

retrieval operation of some 12,911 board feet of abandoned premium Lauan and Toog timber seized
from an illegal logging activity on Sitio Kiatsan, Barangay Bunawan Brook.

Records from the DENREnvironmental Protection and Enforcement Task Force showed that four
environmental workers have been killed while performing their duties in 2019.

Last May, forester Fernando Polenio was also shot dead by an unidentified assailant while doing
field work in Palo, Leyte.

Cimatu reiterated that the establishment of the Environmental Protection and Enforcement
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Cabinet Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation, Mitigation, and Disaster Risk Reduction

scheduled this month.
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DENR chief pushes creation of enforcement bureau

O0) Al AT 1 £E fobsk énd BESar@te &rébkhind the EPEB bill and that Malacafiang will
AAOOEZRAU OEA OAI A AO OOCAT Oho #Ei AOO OAEAS
4EA O0OAOEAAT 080 AA CongreBEtd ihddeibtély pask tBd pPopoded law on third
and final reading.

Deputy Speaker and Antique Rep. Loren Legarda filed House Bill 6973 establishing the EPEB

under the DENR last June 15vhile Sen. Nancy Binay filed a counterpart measure, Senate Bill 1878,
last Oct. 12.
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By Jonathan L. Mayuga
November 9, 2020

Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu will ask President Duterte to certify as urgent a proposed
measure creating an enforcement bureau nder the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

So far two biIIs have been fiIed separately in the House of Representatives and the Senate But
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into law.

The DENR is implementing various environmental laws,but it has no permanent enforcement
bureau of its own and relies only on the help and support of the Philippine National Police (PNP),
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) and other law
enforcement agencies.
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A former chief of staff of the AFP, Cimatu believes that a permanent enforcement bureau will
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Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation, Mitigation, and Disaster Risk Reduction (CCAMDRR)

this month.
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DENR Forest Guard Marianito Rufano, 51, was killed by armed men on October 28 while leading a
two-day retrieval operation of some 12,911 board feet of abandoned premium Lauan and Toog
timber seized from an illegal logging activity at Sitio Kiatsan, Barangay Bunawan Brook in
Bunawan town.

On June 15, Deputy Speaker and Antique Rep. Loren Legarda filed House Bill (HB) 6973
establishing the EPEB under the DENR, while Sen. Nancy Binay filed a counterpart measuare
Senate Bill 1878 last October 2.

According to DENR-Environmental Protection and Enforcement Task Force (EPETF) Executive

Director Nilo Tamoria, support forthe EO %" AEI 1 EAO AAAT OCAET ET C COI
O(" Oyaé¢ 11 x EAO-ansor®OAng\Phohifsyakol Parilist RAH. Alfred delos

Santos, North Cotabato Third District Rep. Pingping Tejada, Cagayan Province First District Rep.

Ramon Nolasco Jr. andlocos Norte Second District Rep. Angelo Barba. Capiz Second District Rep.
Fred Castro has also manifested his plantoc® D1 T OT O OEA AEIi 1 ho 4Ai T OEA

EPETF records show that in 2019 alone, five DENR workers were killed in the line of duty believed
toAA AT 11T AAOAA -ebforcemént opedations whike one was killed in May 2020.
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DENR-PLDT pact
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on November 10, 2020 05:02 AM
By Francis Wakefield

Investments from the private sector and corporations will go a long a way in the protection and
conservation of the environment, particularly peatlands, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) said.

DENR Assistant Secretary for Climate Change Ricardo Calderon, during the recent DENRLDT
Peatlands Conservation virtual press conference, said the Philippines is working to preserve the
Leyte Saba Basin in Alangalang and Sta. Fe in Leyte and the Caimpugdeat swamp forest at the
Agusan Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Peatlands are wetlands whose soil const of carbon-rich dead and decaying plant matter. Large

amounts of carbon are locked away in peat soil, making them the largest terrestrial carbon store.
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Reaching Millions Nationwido

DENR, iniimbestigahan na ang quarrying sa paligid ng
Bulkang Mayon

By RadyoMaN Manila
-Nov. 9, 2020 at 6:35am

Bumuo na ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ng composite team na
siyang magiimbestiga sa quarrying operations sa paligid ng Bulkang Mayon na nagdulot ng mud
at lahar flow sa kasagsagan ng pananalasa ng Bagyong Rolly.

Nabatid na aalot sa 300 bahay ang natabunan at anim na residente ang nasawi sa Guinobatan,
Albay dahil sa mapaminsalang mud at lahar flow.

Ayon kay Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, ang team ay binubuo ng mga kinatawan mula sa
Mines and Geosciences BurealEnvironmental Management Bureau at provincial government ng
Albay.

Pinasuspinde rin ni Cimatu ang aktibidad ng 12 quarrying operators sa paligid ng bulkan.

Layunin ng imbestigasyon na masuri ang operasyon ng 12 quarrying sites para malaman kung
tumatalima ang mga ito sa quarrying regulations.

Ang Provincial-City Regulatory Mining Board (PCRMB) ang nangangasiwa sa quarrying operations
sa lalawigan.
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COA backs DOF on uniform tax for mining firms

By Peter Tabingo
-November 10, 2020

THE Commission on Audit (COA) has voiced supprt to the proposal of the Department of
Finance (DOF) prodding Congress to pass a law imposing a uniform five percent royalty rate in all
mining operations in the country.

In its 2019 audit of the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB), an attached agencytlog
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the COA said the government could
have earned at least P55.4 billion from 2010 to 2019 if such a measure was in place.

O4EA Ci OAOT I AT 060 1 BDBI OO0T EOU |1 1 ompBsiiondfirdyaity O A&l O
fee to mining companies operating outside the MRAs (Mineral Reservation Areas) in the entire
Al 01 6oUu A1 O ailYp AT A ai Yy Al TTARh AZEOAO #/! OAAI

the commission pointed out.

It noted that the DOF has already asked the Senate to pass the original proposal of a uniform
royalty rate of five percent for all mining operations whether located inside or outside the MRAs.

O4EAO EO ET TETA xEOE OEA CIEOALOIOEAl @d @1 @OAc® OiA
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In its communication to the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, the DOF said it expects to
raise P7.2 billion from the mining tax in the first year alone.

However, the MGB has submitted a contrary stand through a position paper submitted to the
same committee insisting that the five percent royalty should only be imposed for minerals
extracted within the MRAs.

It proposed that royalty payment for metallic miner als outside of the MRAs be pegged at three
percent of market value on gross output and only one percent for noametallic minerals on the
same base computations.

In its report, the COA said the DOF position is more favorable to the government particularly

with increased spending due to the COVID-19 response.

O07A AEET A OEA 1 OECET Al DOi pi OA1 1 &£ A O1 EAl Oi 0|u
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be used ly the government to finance its priority programs and projects especially in this time of
AET AT AEA1T AOEOEO AOA O OEA pAT AAi EAho OEA AOAE
Based on a breakdown of collections attached to the audit report, mining companies paid P1.187

billion in royalty fees for operations inside MRAs in 2018 and P1.405 billion in 2019.

If the same rates were applied to mining operations outside MRAs, government auditors said the
collections would have been P6.147 billion in 2018 and P7.081 billion in 2019.

The COA recommended that the MGB support the DOF on uniform royalty rate for all mining
operations but the bureau insisted that it is backing the version of the House of Representatives
under HB No. 8400 which proposes a lower rate for mining firms operating ouside of MRAS.
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DENR sees dolomite project done by year -end

By Jonathan L. Mayuga
November 9, 2020

Excavators fill the 5006f AOAO OOOAOAE 1T £ OEA EAI AA AAUxATE 11 -ATEIA
rehabilitation efforts in this file photo.

DESPITE the odds, an environment official is confident that the Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) and its private contractor for the controversial Manila Bay Beach Nourishment
Project can complete the project on time.

Undersecrdary Jonas R. Leones of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources

(DENR) said on Monday only around 5,000 metric tons or at least one barge of crushed dolomite

is needed to complete the project and overlaying once the delivery is made. It can beone in a

matter of days.

, ATT AOh OEA $%. 2680 51 AAOOAAOAOAOU &I O o011 EAUR O
designated spokesman of Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, expressed hopes that the issues raised by
#AAOB O DPOI OET AEAT CI OA Odalldiebséd sdoh o ad to fiddllyift thelbanl  x E |
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Either that, or the DPWH and its contractors may have to find another source of dolomite or

alternative material to complete the P389million proje ct on time.

O7EOEET OEA UAAOh OEA AARAAAE WéecfodnEréadelth® doimiie O1 A
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The overlaying of the crushed dolomite by the DPWH and its contractor, a joint venture of MAC

Builders and DragonHart Construction Enterprise Inc. hit a snag when the Cebu Provincial

Government, citing environmental and tax concerns, issued a ceasand-desist order on the

private mining firms 2 Dolomite Mining Corp. (DMC) and Philippine Mining Se rvice Corp.

(PMSC)y commissioned to produce the dolomite.

DMC and PMSC are also in trouble with the DENR for allegedly damaging corals caused by the
spillover of materials during hauling into the barge.

According to Leones, the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) is now talking
to local officials of Cebu province and Alcoy town.
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DENR sees dolomite project done by year -end
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government project, and there are questions about taxesThe complaint was relayed to the DILG
AT A OEA $),' EO 1T1x ET OAITEO xEOE OEA #AAO 0010

He said once the ban is lifted, it will just be a matter of days to finish the project.O/ 1 AA EO EO
I OAOI AUET ¢ xEIT AA ZAOGO AT A AAOGUhd OAEA |, AT 1 A0S
If negotiations fail, it will be up to the DPWH and its contractors to find other sources of crushed

dolomite or alternative dumping materials to suit the Boracay-like beach effect desired by the

DENR when it first conceived of the project in 2019.

0)0 xEIl AA OEA AAIT 1T 4&# OEA s$07( OI AEET A OuWEAO
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Cebu Governor Gwendolyn Garcia enforced a ban on the extraction of domite for use as artificial

white sand along Roxas Boulevard in order to prevent a repeat of a disaster such as the 2018
landslide that killed nearly 77 people.

Local officials also said they not give any permit and were not even consulted by the Mines a@h
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) for the mining of dolomite in Alcoy town. It was the MGB that allowed
limestone extraction in Naga, Cebu, that resulted in the 2018 landslide.

The Cebu LGU and mining companies are entangled in a legal dispute over a local ordinance
taxing the extraction of minerals.

The province wants a fair share of minerals being extracted by the mining companies in the
province, particularly in dolomite mining, further complicating the situation.

As to the proposed construction of a breakwater to enhance the protection of the crushed

dolomite, the consultation process with stakeholders is already in motion, said Leones.

0! 1 AOOAO xAO OAT O O OEA 02! yOEEI EPPET A 2AAT A
Authority [PPA]. The DPWH wrote the letter and we are waiting for their comments,6 OA E A

Leones.

Meanwhile, Leones said the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority [MMDA] will be in

charge of a separate infrastructure component of the project.

07A EAOGA Al OAAAU AT x1 11T AAAA EOT AOG O OEA --3! A
infrasttuccuOA DOT EAAOO 1 EEA OEA DPOI bl OAA #20 y Al 1 &I 00
Leones.

Leones said two souvenir shops, two offices housing the Mandamus agency and another for the
law enforcers will rise along Roxas Boulevard soon.
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DENR sees dolomite project done by year -end
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wisdom and timing. While it was planned and allocated a budget before the pandemic, it was
implemented even after the declaration of the national public health emergency.

Aside from environmental and health concerns, critics said the P389million fund for the beach
nourishment project could have been channeled b boost the Covid-19 pandemic response or more
meaningful rehabilitation projects like mangrove reforestation.

07A AOA OAAAEEI ¢ 1060 O OAOEI OO OAAOT OO OiI 1AO
about the dolomite sand. There are other components like mangrove reforestation, flood and
AoT 6OEi 1T AlTT00T1hoe ,ATTAO OAEAh AAAET ¢ OEAO OEA
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DOLOMITEISAND:PROJECT
MAY-BAGO'NA'NAMAN?

MANILA BAY UPDATE TODAY / DOLOMITE SAND
PROJECT UPDATE

youtu.be

JING No Boundaries

Q 1.24K subscribers b is
Hi kababayans.. Here is my latest update regarding Manila White Sand Project November 9, 2020..
Thankyou for watching and please don' forget to like, share and subscribe...

SHOW MORE
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PANIBAGONG DOLOMITE SAND! PHASE 2 TULOY NA!
MANILA BAY LIVE
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MANILA BAY LATEST UPDATE DREDGING OPERATION
TULOY NA TULOY NA! Miz July

| Miz July
‘& 39.6K subscribers SUBSCRIBE

MANILA BAY UPDATE NOVEMBER ©,2020 LIVE Update po tayo ngayon sa may DOLOMITE SAND
#ManilaBay
#SaveManilaBay

SHOW MORE
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TOURIST SPOTNA!

NAKAKAGULAT ! PUTING BUHANGIN SA MANILA BAY
LUMITAW NA | update november 2020

youtu.pe
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Manila Bay Update
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