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DENR suspends quarrying ops around 
Mayon after lahar flow 
Published November 4, 2020 6:01pm 

By JOVILAND RITA, GMA News 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has suspended the 
quarrying operations around Mayon Volcano as it is conducting a probe into the lahar flow 

incident that killed some residents. 

During the onslaught of Typhoon Rolly, hundreds of houses were buried after a lahar flow 
hit a community in Guinobatan, Albay. Many residents were blaming the quarrying for the 

incident. 

As ordered by President Rodrigo Duterte, the DENR and other concerned agencies have 

launched an investigation into the matter. 

According to DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, some of the quarry operators left materials in the 

middle of the river which cascaded to the community when the super typhoon came. 

ӑ)9Q9 FGGF? :ME9:9:9 9F? LM:A?Ӆ E9D9C9KӅ <9D9-dala 'yung lahar pati 'yung mga stockpiles 
nila doon, boulders ay kasama na. And nag-KOGDD=F ӏQMF? JAN=JӅ ME9:GL <GGF K9 J=KA<=FLA9D

@GMK=KӅӒ @= 9<<=<ӄ  

DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones said the investigation would take 15 days to complete. 

ӑ2ALAF?F9F F9EAF CMF? 9FG 9F? E9?9F<9F? J=;GEE=F<9LAGFӅӒ *eones said. 

Around a hundred of quarrying operations have been authorized around the volcano. Most 

of them secured their permit from the local government unit (LGU). 

The LGU said it will cooperate with the order of Duterte, but appealed that the  investigation 

should be finished first before suspending the operations. 

According to Albay Governor Al Bichara, the materials from the quarrying operations will be 

needed for the rehabilitation of damaged houses and establishments in the province. 

ӑ'> L@=Q OADD KLop quarrying, we will run out of aggregates for reconstruction, rehabilitation of 

our province, not only that of the region because most of the aggregates come from Al:9QӅӒ

he said. 

Albay Public Safety and Management Office chief Cedric Daep said even before quarrying 

was allowed, the deposits from the volcano have already been flowing to low-lying areas. 

ӑ'LG C9KAF? D9@9J <=HGKAL K9 +9QGFӅ 9;LM9DDQ L@= O@GD= :G<Q G> +9yon Volcano is a deposit 
dahil product siya ng emission ng pyroclastic material coming frGE NGD;9FA; =JMHLAGFӅӒ

Daep said. 
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ӑ F? LJA??=J F? EM<>DGO K9 +9QGF 9Q 9EGMFL G> J9AF>9DDӅӒ @= K9A<ӄ 

Citing the magnitude of the lahar flow, PHIVOLCS officer-in-charge Renato Solidum Jr. said 

quarrying could not have been the only reason many houses were buried. 

He said the amount of lahar from the eruption in 2018 and the rainfall were also factors that 

should be considered. 

He noted that PHIVOLCS issued a warning of possible lahar flow in the area before the 

onslaught of the super typhoon. 

ӑ)MF? LALA?F9F EG ӍQMF? ME9:GL K9 19F $J9F;AK;GӅ @AF<A HMO=<=F? IM9JJy material lang 

'yun. Mga two meters ang tabon sa San Francisco. At buhangin hanggang maraming 

E9D9D9CAF? :9LG 9F? E9CACAL9 <GGFӅӒ 1GDA<ME K9A<ӄ 

ӑ'LӐK J=9DDQ 9 HJG;=KK L@9L O9K =PH=;L=< F9 HGKA:D=F? E9F?Q9JA <ӍQ9F K9 +9QGF <9@AD F?9

maraming ulan na ibabagK9C 9F?  9?QGF? 0GDDQӅӒ @= K9A<ӄӜAOL, GMA News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/762769/denr-suspends-quarrying-

ops-around-mayon-after-lahar-flow/story/  

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/762769/denr-suspends-quarrying-ops-around-mayon-after-lahar-flow/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/762769/denr-suspends-quarrying-ops-around-mayon-after-lahar-flow/story/
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QUARRYING SA PALIGID NG MAYON PINATIGIL NG 
DENR 

written by Krista De Dios-Dagala November 5, 2020 

 

Sinuspinde na ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang operasyon ng 
quarrying sa paligid ng bulkang Mayon. 

Ito ay habang nagsasagawa ng imbestigasyon ang kagawaran sa insidente ng pagragasa ng lahar sa 
isang komunidad sa guinobatan albay sa kasagsagan ng pananalasa ng bagyong Rolly. 

Ayon kay Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, ilang mga quarry operators ang nag-iwan ng kanilang 
materials sa gitna ng ilog na siyang dahilan ng pag-apaw ng ilog kasama na ang lahar. 

Samantala, sinabi naman ni Environment Undersecretary Jonas Leones na aabutin ng hanggang 15 
araw bago nila matapos ang imbestigasyon sa insidente. 

Aniya, kanilang pag-aaralan ang pinakamainam na rekomendasyon na kanilang isusumite kay 
Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/quarrying-sa-paligid-ng-mayon-pinatigil-ng-

denr/  

V 

https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/author/krista/
https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/quarrying-sa-paligid-ng-mayon-pinatigil-ng-denr/
https://www.dwiz882am.com/index.php/quarrying-sa-paligid-ng-mayon-pinatigil-ng-denr/


November 05, 2020 

Date 

 1 of 1 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline  

Editorial  

Column  

Opinion  

Feature Article  

Malawakang quarrying sa Mt. Mayon 

pinatitigil 
By Jorge Hallare(Pilipino Star Ngayon) - November 5, 2020 - 12:00am 

 
Halos umabot na sa mga bubungan ng mga bahay ang tumabon na lahar at naglalakihang bato matapos 

rumagasa sa kasagsagan ng pananalasa ng bagyong Rolly ng nakalipas na linggo. 

Jorge Hallare 

LEGAZPI CITY, Albay, Philippines ñ Ipinatitigil pansamantala ng isang kongresista ang 

malawakang quarrying sa palibot ng Mt. Mayon matapos matabunan ang hindi 

bababa sa 400 na bahay habang walo katao ang namatay matapos rumagasa ang lahar 

at malalaking bato dahil sa bagyong òRolly.ó 

Ayon kay Ako Bicol Partylist Cong. Elizaldy Cu, kailangang pansamantala munang itigil 

kahit dalawang linggo ang quarrying sa paligid ng bulkan at gumawa ng mga 

panuntunan ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) at 

Philippine Volcanology and Seismology (Philvolcs) para sa responsableng pagka-

quarry. Dapat aniyang i-regulate ang pagkakalkal ng aggregates, limitahan ang volume 

at kailangang hakutin o ipagbawal ang stockfiling sa itaas na bahagi at kailangan nang 

ipagbawal ang pagkalkal sa mga matagal ng deposito at doon lang mag -quarry sa 

mga gully at ilog ng bulkan.  

Hiniling pa ng kongresista na mailagay sa hanggang 10-kilometro ang radius ng òno 

manõs landó o 6-kilometer permanent danger zone. Dapat ding aniyang magkaroon na 

ng permanenteng relokasyon ang libu-libong residente na naninirahan sa danger area 

habang ang itaas na bahagi ng Mt. Mayon ay kailangang ibigay na sa Department of 

Tourism (DOT) para sa tourism program at sa ibabang bahagi ay doon naman gawin 

ang quarrying area. 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-

ngayon/probinsiya/2020/11/05/2054638/malawakang-quarrying-sa-mt-mayon-pinatitigil/amp/  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804564/jorge-hallare
https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/probinsiya/2020/11/05/2054638/malawakang-quarrying-sa-mt-mayon-pinatitigil/amp/
https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/probinsiya/2020/11/05/2054638/malawakang-quarrying-sa-mt-mayon-pinatitigil/amp/
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Albay mulls 'quarry holiday' to remove debris 

along Mayon Volcano 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Nov 4, 2020 11:17:22 PM 

 

Albay (CNN Philippines, November 4)  - Albay province may hold a "quarry holiday" where all quarry 

contractors will enjoy unlimited time to extract volcanic debris and aggregates at the slopes of Mayon 

Volcano to supposedly minimize risk of lahar in the coming days, Albay Governor Al Francis Bichara said 

on Wednesday. 

The plan was personally proposed by Bichara to Public Works Secretary Mark Villar during the Cabinet 

official's visit to Albay in view of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources' (DENR) 

controversial order to suspend quarry operations in the typhoon-hit Bicol province. 

"May plano ako rito [I have a plan here], I will allow the contractors to have a quarry holiday sa river... just 

to remove the silted materials," he said in an interview. 

He added that the idea was acceptable to Villar and the holiday could happen "anytime." 

 

Source: https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/pagbaha-ng-lahar-sa-albay-dahil-sa-quarrying 

V 

https://cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/pagbaha-ng-lahar-sa-albay-dahil-sa-quarrying
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Bichara explained that he cannot wait for the dredging funds to come, with the province's calamity fund 

depleting while more rains and typhoons are threatening communities at the slopes of the volcano. 

The governor said he sees that these concessionaires involved in quarrying can move altogether to desilt 

the river channels and tributaries since they have equipment and manpower. The Department of Public 

Works and Highways and the DENR will supervise the quarrying to see that all debris have been removed 

and communities are out of danger, said Bichara. 

On Tuesday, DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu ordered the suspension of all quarrying operations around 

Mayon Volcano due to the lahar flooding incident that killed four residents, following the wrath of Super 

Typhoon Rolly over the weekend. 

Cimatu said based on his initial investigation, the incident happened after floodwater flowed through the 

slopes of the volcano all the way down to three rivers. Some quarry operators left their stockpile in the 

middle of these rivers that were also washed down together with the flood with lahar, he said. 

Bichara on the same day, said he will not defy the order but added that the DENR should have conducted 

an investigation first. 

"They should come here and check it out for themselves," he earlier said. 

The governor said he is convinced that the lahar flow was not due to quarrying. 

"Hindi galing sa quarry dahil 'yung quarry sabi 'yung tambak sa gitna ng ilog who in his right mind 

magtatambak sa ilog when it's always raining?," he pointed out. "When it rains, assuming na totoo yun, 

may tambak sa gitna ng ilog, pwede mag-cover ng isang purok 'yung tambak?" 

[Translation: It did not come from the quarrying since they said the stockpile was in the middle of the river. 

Who in his right mind would put the pile on the river when it's always raining? When it rains, assuming it is 

true that the stockpile was on the river, would it have been enough to bury a neighborhood?] 

Albay-based journalist Rosas Olarte and CNN Philippines' producer Janine Peralta contributed to this 
report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/4/albay-mulls-quarry-holiday.html  

V 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/2/cimatu-orders-suspension-of-quarry-around-mayon-volcano.html
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/11/4/albay-mulls-quarry-holiday.html
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Pagbaha ng lahar sa Albay, dahil sa quarrying 
ni Ronalyn Seminiano Reonico | November 4, 2020 

 
Photo: Ako Bicol Partylist Rep. Zaldy Co 

Sinuspinde ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang 
quarrying operations sa paligid ng Bulkang Mayon matapos umagos ang lahar sa 
kasagsagan ng pananalasa ng Bagyong Rolly na ikinamatay ng ilang residente sa 
Albay. 
 
Daan-daang kabahayan ang natabunan ng lahar sa Guinobatan, Albay at isinisisi ang 
insidente sa quarrying operations. 
 
Sa utos ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte, nagsagawa ng imbestigasyon ang DENR at 
ilan pang ahensiya ng pamahalaan. 
 
Ayon kay DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, iniwan umano ng mga quarry operators ang 
ilan sa mga kagamitan nila sa gitna ng ilog. 
 
Aniya, ñKaya noong bumababa ang tubig, malakas, dala-dala 'yung lahar pati 'yung 
mga stockpiles nila doon, boulders ay kasama na. And nag-swollen óyung river, 
umabot doon sa residential houses.ò 
 
Ayon naman kay DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones, aabutin ng 15 araw bago 
makumpleto ang imbestigasyon sa insidente. 
 
Aniya, ñTitingnan namin kung ano ang magandang recommendation.ò 
 
May permit din umano ang quarrying operations mula sa local government unit (LGU). 
 
Handa naman umanong makipagtulungan ang LGU sa utos ni P-Duterte ngunit 
umaapelang tapusin muna ang imbestigasyon bago itigil ang operasyon. 
 
Ayon naman kay Albay Governor Al Bichara, kakailanganin ang mga kagamitan sa 
quarrying operations para sa rehabilitasyon ng mga bahay at establisimyento sa 
probinsiya. 
 
Aniya, ñIf they will stop quarrying, we will run out of aggregates for reconstruction, 
rehabilitation of our province, not only that of the region because most of the 
aggregates come from Albay.ò 
 

Source: https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/pagbaha-ng-lahar-sa-albay-dahil-sa-quarrying  

 

https://www.bulgaronline.com/column/categories/ronalyn-seminiano-reonico
https://www.bulgaronline.com/post/pagbaha-ng-lahar-sa-albay-dahil-sa-quarrying
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óNgayon lang itoô residents blame quarrying for 

floods in Guinobatan 
November 4, 2020 4:03 PM by Kristan Carag 

 
View of Typhoon GƻƴƛΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǘƘ ƛƴ San Francisco, Guinobatan, Albay province, Philippines where an estimated 300 

homes got buried with mudflow and armor rocks from nearby Mayon Volcano, November 1, 2020. Facebook/Rep. Zaldy 

Co via REUTERS 

Residents of Guinobatan, Albay said that quarrying operations caused the floods that submerged 

the municipality during the onslaught of Super Typhoon Rolly. 

ñDati maliit pa ako, wala naman itong baha na nangyari. Sapa lang ito, maliit na sapa lang. 

Ngayon lang ito nung nagsimula yung quarrying diyan,ò Jun, one of the residents, told DZRH on 

Wednesday, November 3. 

ñDapat itigil na kasi isipin mo papatayin kami, tatabunan kami rito,ò he added. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Sec. Roy Cimatu said on Monday, 

November 2, that he has suspended all quarrying operations in Mt. Mayon. 

Cimatu gave the order after water and lahar washed away quarrying stockpiles during the onslaught 

of Super Typhoon Rolly, which resulted to a deluge that damaged several houses. 

Albay Gov. Al Bichara promised to comply with the directive to suspend quarrying operations. 

However, Jun expressed doubts that it will put a stop to the quarrying activities in Guinobatan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://dzrhnews.com.ph/ngayon-lang-ito-residents-blame-quarrying-for-floods-in-

guinobatan/  

 

https://dzrhnews.com.ph/author/kristancarag/
https://dzrhnews.com.ph/ngayon-lang-ito-residents-blame-quarrying-for-floods-in-guinobatan/
https://dzrhnews.com.ph/ngayon-lang-ito-residents-blame-quarrying-for-floods-in-guinobatan/
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Guinobatan lahar slide not linked to quarrying ð 
Albay gov 
Published November 4, 2020, 11:45 AM 

by Noreen Jazul 

The lahar slide in Guinobatan which buried a number of houses in the area was not linked to 

quarrying operations in the province, Albay Governor Al Francis Bichara said on Wednesday. 

 
(Gov. Al Bichara / Facebook / MANILA BULLETIN) 

In an interview with ANC, Bichara said the lahar cascaded from Mayon Volcano. 
 
ñAfter the lahar slide in Guinobatan, we did some aerial survey and actually it came from the 
top, the slope of Mayon,ò Bichara said. 
 
ñWithin the six-kilometer radius, there is no quarrying, no operations, nothing, so there is an 
enormous supply of volcanic debris,ò the Albay governor added. 
 
Bichara said lahar slides have happened in the province since 2006 during Typhoon 
ñRemingò when there were lesser quarrying operations in the province. 
 
He also doubted that the operators left their stockpiles in the middle of the river as reported 
by Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu. 
 
ñI doubt it because no operatoré itôs always raining so no operator will stockpile in the 
middle of the river and put it on the side. They will have to save what they worked for kas i 
(because) itôs the rainy season. Sinong maglalagay doon eh mawawala rin óyan sayang yung 
efforts nila, yung trabaho nila (who will stockpile there when it will be just a waste of effort 
and work),ò Bichara said. 
 
He added that while stopping quarrying operations will ñworsenò the provinceôs situation 
given the pandemic when there is not much livelihood for the people, he said he will abide by 
the Presidentôs order. 
 
ñSuspendidhin ko muna para wala ng masyadong controversial na issue (I will suspend it 
right away so that there will no longer be controversy),ò Bichara said in another interview with 
DZMM. 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/11/04/guinobatan-lahar-slide-not-linked-to-quarrying-albay-

gov/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/njazul
https://mb.com.ph/2020/11/04/guinobatan-lahar-slide-not-linked-to-quarrying-albay-gov/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/11/04/guinobatan-lahar-slide-not-linked-to-quarrying-albay-gov/

