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DENR eyes more sanitary landfills 

Louise Maureen Simeon (The Philippine Star) - January 3, 2021 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines ð The government plans to establish at least 300 more sanitary 
landfills by 2022 as part of efforts to address the worsening garbage problem in the 
Philippines. 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said this initiative 
would be done through a public-private partnership as the country struggles to improve 
the management of solid waste. 

The DENR recently had a virtual consultation with sanitary landfill operators to ensure 
their commitment in helping local government units address solid waste management. 

Landfills remain the primary long-term method of solid waste disposal allowed under 
the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000. 

The Philippines produces about 40,000 metric tons of waste daily, 20 percent of which 
are residual components which need proper treatment. This is projected to balloon to 
77,765 MT of garbage collected daily by 2025. 

Waste management remains a big problem in the country, with plastic the most visible 
source due to its lightness, durability and cheap cost. 

Currently, there are 189 sanitary landfills in operation servicing 399 LGUs across the 
country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/business/2021/01/03/2067740/denr-eyes-more-sanitary-

landfills  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1475310/louise-maureen-simeon
https://www.philstar.com/business/2021/01/03/2067740/denr-eyes-more-sanitary-landfills
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DENR distributes shredder-composters 
Published January 2, 2021, 4:35 PM 

by Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has committed to provide each of the 

178 local government units (LGUs) within the Manila Bay region with industrial-grade shredder-

composter machines this year. 

 

This will allow the LGUs to comply with the Republic Act 9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste 

Management Act of 2000, DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and LGUs Concerns 

Benny Antiporda said during the turnover of the first batch of shredder-composter equipment to the 

city government of San Fernando City and the local governments of Apalit, Candaba, Guagua, and 

Magalang in Pampanga. 

 

The Manila Bay region is comprised of the National Capital Region and eight provinces from Central 

Luzon and Calabarzon ï Bataan, Bulacan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Laguna, Rizal, and Cavite. 

 During the turnover ceremony held at the DENR Central Office in Quezon City, Antiporda said the 

agency will continue to provide LGUs the necessary support to ensure their compliance with RA 

9003.  

 

ñSad to say, compliance is slow particularly where LGUs lack the means for full and prompt 

compliance,ò Antiporda lamented.  

 

ñThis is where the DENR steps in, in line with its mandate to provide technical assistance and other 

capability-building assistance to LGUs,ò he added.  

 

A shredder-composter set includes a brand new composter that can process one ton of compost 

material within 24 hours, and a brand new shredder with the capacity to process two tons of organic 

waste per day.  

 

Citing statistics from the National Solid Waste Management Commission, Antiporda said around 52 

percent of the municipal wastes in the country is biodegradable.Providing LGUs with the equipment, 

he said, will not only reduce the amount of waste that end up in sanitary landfills but will also 

transform the diverted wastes into assets as organic fertilizer, which is valuable to agriculture and 

horticulture. 

  

Antiporda also cited that the provision of the equipment will help increase the collection of recyclable 

materials, which account for some 28 percent of the countryôs municipal wastes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2021/01/02/denr-distributes-shredder-composters/  
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DENR: 59% drop in air pollution after New 
Yearôs Eve 

Rhodina Villanueva (The Philippine Star) - January 3, 2021 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines ð The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 
recorded a 59 percent reduction in air pollution levels in Metro Manila on Jan. 1 compared to 
the same period last year. 

The DENRôs Environmental Management Bureau recorded an average concentration of 87 
micrograms per normal cubic meter (ug/Ncm) of particulate matter, specifically PM10, from 
midnight of Dec. 31, 2020 to Jan. 1 from its six air quality monitoring stations in Caloocan, 
Marikina, Navotas, Pasig, Para¶aque and Taguig. 

Last year, the six stations recorded an average of 213 ug/Ncm, representing a 59 percent 
reduction. 

ñThis attests to the correctness of President Duterteôs interest in putting a nationwide total ban 
on firecrackers, which I believe clearly speaks not only for the Presidentôs strong policy 
agenda for health and safety, but for sound environmental governance as well,ò DENR 
Secretary Roy Cimatu said. 

The station on Naval street in Navotas recorded the largest drop of 99 percent from 209 to 
1.34 ug/Ncm; followed by Oranbo in Pasig, 95 percent (130 to 7 ug/Ncm); Bicutan in Taguig, 
78 percent (355 to 79 ug/Ncm); Marikina justice hall open compound, 34 percent (189 to 124 
ug/Ncm); Caloocan city hall annex, 29 percent (332 to 235 ug/Ncm). 

Only the station in Don Bosco barangay hall compound in Para¶aque showed a 21 percent 
increase from 62 to 75 ug/Ncm. 

PM10 in firecrackers are mainly residuals of explosive powders wrapped in paper, which 
consists of a mix of sulfur, carbon and potassium nitrate and other fine minerals that contain 
heavy metals. 

The short-term limit for PM10 is 150 ug/Ncm under the National Ambient Air Quality Guideline 
Value of Republic Act 8749 or the Clean Air Act. 

The EMB also reported that there were significantly lower concentrations of PM2.5 this year, 
particularly for its station at the New Bilibid Prison open ground in Muntinlupa, which posted a 
maximum concentration of 12 ug/Ncm between midnight to 2 a.m. on Jan. 1, representing a 
43 percent drop from 22 ug/Ncm during the same period last year. 

Compared to PM10, PM2.5 pollutants are finer particles usually emitted by vehicles and 
burning plants. These particles can reach the lungs when inhaled, leading to respiratory and 
circulatory diseases, including brain damage and cancer, according to the DENR. 

The EMB, however, said its Manila station measured a high of 93.5 ug/Ncm of PM2.5 at 
around 1 a.m. on Jan. 1 from a reading of 40.9 ug/Ncm at 11 p.m. on Dec. 31, 2020. 

The short-term limit for PM2.5 is 35 ug/Ncm set by DENR Administrative Order 2020-14 
dated Oct. 21, 2020. 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2021/01/03/2067774/denr-59-drop-air-pollution-after-

new-years-eve  

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1685860/rhodina-villanueva
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2021/01/03/2067774/denr-59-drop-air-pollution-after-new-years-eve
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DENR: Metro Manila air pollution drops 
significantly as it enters 2021 
ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Jan 02 2021 09:02 PM 

 
The City of Manila welcomes the New year with adazzling fireworks show along Jones Bridge on January 1, 

2021. Jonathan Cellona, ABS-CBN News 

MANILA ð The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) on Saturday said air pollution 

levels in Metro Manila dropped ñsubstantiallyò by an average of 59 percent on the first day of 2021 despite 

Filipino revelries in the pandemic.  

In a statement, the DENR said Metro Manila mayorsô support for the firecracker ban and limiting its use to 

community display only was a factor. 

The departmentôs Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) recorded an average concentration of 87 

micrograms per normal cubic meter (ug/Ncm) of particulate matter (PM 10) from December 31, 2020 midnight 

to January 1 from 6 air quality monitoring stations (AQMS) in Caloocan, Marikina, Navotas, Pasig, Parañaque 

and Taguig. 

ñLast year, the 6 AQMS yielded an average of 213 ug/Ncm, thereby accounting for a 59-average percent drop 

compared to its New Yearôs Eve (NYE) data in January 1, 2020,ò the statement read.  

The steepest drop in air pollution levels was recorded in the following stations, according to DENR.  

¶ Naval St., Navotas City (99 percent) from 209 ug/Ncm in 2020 to 1.34 ug/Ncm in 2021 
¶ Oranbo, Pasig City (95 percent) from 130 ug/Ncm in 2020 to 7 ug/Ncm in 2021 
¶ Bicutan, Taguig City (78 percent) from 355 ug/Ncm in 2020 to 79 ug/Ncm in 2021 
¶ Marikina Justice Hall open compound, Marikina City (34 percent) from 189 ug/Ncm in 2020 to 124 

ug/Ncm in 2021 
¶ Caloocan City Hall Annex, Caloocan City (29 percent) from 332 ug/Ncm in 2020 to 235 ug/Ncm in 2021 

The department emphasized that only the station at Don Bosco barangay hall compound in Parañaque City 

registered a 21-percent increase from 62 ug/Ncm in 2020 to 75 ug/Ncm in 2021.  

The Manila city station, meanwhile, measured a high 93.5 ug/Ncm about 1 a.m. on January 1 from a reading of 

40.9 ug/Ncm at 11 p.m. on December 31, 2020, citing the EMB report. 

Lower concentrations of PM2.5  

  

New Yearôs Eve has ñsignificantly lowerò PM2.5 concentrations compared to in 2020, said the DENR.  

ñCompared to PM10, PM2.5 pollutants are finer particles usually emitted by vehicles and burning plants,ò the 

report read.  

It added that PM2.5 pollutants could reach a personôs lungs once inhaled which could cause respiratory and 

circulatory diseases, brain damage, and cancer.  

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/01/02/21/denr-metro-manila-air-pollution-drops-

significantly-as-it-enters-2021  

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/01/02/21/denr-metro-manila-air-pollution-drops-significantly-as-it-enters-2021
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/01/02/21/denr-metro-manila-air-pollution-drops-significantly-as-it-enters-2021
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.Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅ ÁÉÒ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÌÅvels down ɂ DENR 
By: Gabriel  Pabico Lalu - Reporter /  @GabrielLaluINQ 

INQUIRER.net / 07:42 PM January 02, 2021 

MANILA, Philippines ɂ 4ÈÅ ÁÉÒ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÏÎ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ 
2020. 

According to a post-New Year celebration report from the Department on Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), air pollution was cut by as much as 59 percent ɂ which Secretary Roy 
Cimatu attributed to the effective implementation of existing regulations on firecracker use. 

With the ban on firecracker use on orders by President Rodrigo Duterte,  Metro Manila mayors 
have also agreed to ban firecrackers to avoid people from gathering outside and possibly spread 
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19).  

The DENR was able to record an average of 87 micrograms per normal cubic meter (ug/Ncm) of 
particulate matter-10 (PM10), or fine particles and pollutants measuring 10 micrometers or 
smaller which may be inhaled by humans. 

If inhaled, PM10 is believed to be associated with pulmonary diseases and ailments, with some 
saying it can even cause lung-related cancers. 

During ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ςπρωȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÔ ςρσ ÕÇȾ.ÃÍȟ ÔÈÅ $%.2 ÓÁÉÄȢ 

Ȱ!Î ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ψχ ÍÉÃÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÐÅÒ ÎÏÒÍÁÌ ÃÕÂÉÃ ÍÅÔÅÒ ɉÕÇȾ.ÃÍɊ ÏÆ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÔÅ 
Matter (PM 10) was obtained by DENR-Environmental Management based on the measured data 
between 12 midnight of December 31, 2020 to January 1, 2021 from its six air quality monitoring 
ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ!1-3Ɋ ÉÎ #ÁÌÏÏÃÁÎȟ -ÁÒÉËÉÎÁȟ .ÁÖÏÔÁÓȟ 0ÁÓÉÇȟ 0ÁÒÁđÁÑÕÅ ÁÎÄ 4ÁÇÕÉÇ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȟȱ ÔÈÅ $%.2 
said. 

Ȱ,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÉØ !1-3 ÙÉÅÌÄÅÄ an average of 213 ug/Ncm, thereby accounting for a 59-average 
ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÄÒÏÐ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÔÓ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅ ɉ.9%Ɋ ÄÁÔÁ ÏÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρȟ ςπςπȟȱ ÉÔ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ 

The DENR said the short-term limit for PM10 concentration is at 150 ug/Ncm, under Republic Act 
No. 8749 or the Clean Air Act. 

All but one DENR station ɂ the Don Bosco Barangay Hall station in Parañaque City ɂ recorded a 
drop in PM10 concentrations: 

Naval St., Navotas City (99 percent drop, from 209 to 1.34 ug/Ncm) 
Oranbo, Pasig City (95 percent drop, from 130 to 7 ug/Ncm) 
Bicutan, Taguig City (78 percent drop, from 355 to 79 ug/Ncm) 
Marikina Justice Hall open compound (34 percent drop, from 189 to 124 ug/Ncm) 
Caloocan City Hall Annex (29 percent drop, from 332 to 235 ug/Ncm) 
Don Bosco Barangay Hall, Paranaque City (21 percent increase, from 62 to 75 ug/Ncm) 
 
4ÈÅ $%.2 ÓÁÉÄ 0-ρπ ÉÎ ÆÉÒÅÃÒÁÃËÅÒÓ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÕÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÅØÐÌÏÓÉÖÅ ÐÏ×ÄÅÒÓ 
wrapped in paper which consists of a mixture of sulfur (S), carbon (C), and potassium nitrate 
(saltpeter, KNO3) and other fine minerals ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÈÅÁÖÙ ÍÅÔÁÌÓȢȱ 
 
The DENR added that air pollution based on the concentrations of particulate matter 2.5 (PM2.5) 
ɂ an even finer particle than PM10 ɂ also went down.  However, they were able to record a high 
of 93.5 ug/Ncm of PM2.5 at the Manila City station around 1:00 a.m. on January 1. 
 

This surpasses the short-term limit for PM2.5, which was set at 35 ug/Ncm as per the 

$%.2ȭÓ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ /ÒÄÅÒ ςπςπ-14 issued last October. 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/gabriel-pabico-lalu
https://www.twitter.com/@GabrielLaluINQ
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-net
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This surpasses the short-ÔÅÒÍ ÌÉÍÉÔ ÆÏÒ 0-ςȢυȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÔ ÁÔ συ ÕÇȾ.ÃÍ ÁÓ ÐÅÒ ÔÈÅ $%.2ȭÓ 
Administrative Order 2020-14 issued last October. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ .9% ςπςρ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔions of PM2.5 compared to the NYE 2020, 
particularly for its station at the Muntinlupa Bilibid open ground in Muntinlupa City which posted a 
ÍÁØÉÍÕÍ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ρς ÕÇȾ.ÃÍ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ρς ÍÉÄÎÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ς !- ÏÆ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρȟ ςπςρȟȱ $%.2 
said. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔs for a 43-percent drop from 22 ug/Ncm obtained for the same period in last 
year.  The report however noted its Manila City Station measured a high of 93.5 ug/Ncm around 1 
!- ÏÆ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρȟ ςπςρȟ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ τπȢω ÕÇȾ.ÃÍ ÁÔ ρρ ÐÍ ÏÆ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ σρȟ ςπςπȟȱ it added. 
Cimatu said the improving air conditions prove that the Duterte administration is serious about 
protecting the environment. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÁÔÔÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 2ÏÄÒÉÇÏ 2ÏÁ $ÕÔÅÒÔÅȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎ×ÉÄÅ 
total ban on firecrackers which I believe clearly speaks not only for the PÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ 
ÁÇÅÎÄÁ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÂÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȟȱ #ÉÍÁÔÕ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ɉÁÌÓÏɊ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÏ ȬÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄȭ ÂÙ -ÅÔÒÏ -ÁÎÉÌÁ -ayors 
under Metro Manila Development Authority Resolution No. 20-ρχ Ȭ0ÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÎÇ )ÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ 
Household Use of Firecrackers and Other Pyrotechnic Devices During General Community 
1ÕÁÒÁÎÔÉÎÅȭȟȱ ÔÈÅ $%.2 ÁÄÄÅÄȢ  
 
Earlier, the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) also noted that no fire incidents in Metro Manila were 
caused by pyrotechnics or fireworks and firecrackers, saying that they owe it to BFP personnel, fire 
volunteers, police officers, local government units, and communities that strived to prevent 
firecracker-related fires. 
 
The Department of Health also noted a decrease in firecracker-related injuries as only 55 incidents 
×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ -ÅÔÒÏ -ÁÎÉÌÁ ÏÎ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅȢ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1378687/new-years-eve-air-pollution-levels-down-denr  
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Air pollution sa Metro Manila, bumaba kasabay 
ng pagpasok ng 2021 ɀ DENR 
By Bombo Bam Orpilla 

 -January 3, 2021 | 12:07 AM 

Ipinagmalaki ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) na malaki 

ang ibinaba ng antas ng polusyon sa hangin sa Metro Manila sa unang araw ng 2021. 

Sa isang pahayag, sinabi ng DENR na bumaba ng 59% ang air pollution level sa unang 

araw ng taon. 

Malaki aniya ang naitulong ng suporta ng mga alkalde sa Kamaynilaan para sa 

pagpapatupad ng ban sa paggamit ng paputok. 

Base na rin ito sa anim na air quality monitoring stations ng DENR-Environmental 

Management Bureau (EMB) sa Caloocan, Marikina, Navotas, Pasig, Parañaque at Taguig. 

Ȱ,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÔÈÅ φ !1-3 ÙÉÅÌÄÅÄ ÁÎ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÆ ςρσ ÕÇȾ.ÃÍȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÂÙ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á υω-

average percent drop compared to its New YearȭÓ %ÖÅ ɉ.9%Ɋ ÄÁÔÁ ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρȟ ςπςπȟȱ 

saad sa pahayag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/air-pollution-sa-metro-manila-bumaba-kasabay-ng-

pagpasok-ng-2021-denr/  

V 

https://www.bomboradyo.com/author/bombobam/
https://www.bomboradyo.com/air-pollution-sa-metro-manila-bumaba-kasabay-ng-pagpasok-ng-2021-denr/
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Air pollution levels in Metro Manila 59% lower in 
early hours of New Yearôs Day 
Published January 2, 2021, 6:30 PM 

by Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz 

New Year celebrations in Metro Manila resulted in lesser pollution in 2021 as compared to the festivities 

last year, data from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) on Saturday showed. 

 

The DENR-Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) reported that pollution levels in the early hours of 

January 1, 2021 were lower by 59 percent than the levels recorded during the same period in 2020. 

 

DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu said the improvement in Metro Manilaôs air quality could be attributed to 

the compliance of local government units (LGUs) and the public to Executive Order 28, which limited the 

use of firecrackers to community fireworks display that has been in effect since 2017. 

 

He also cited the strict measures implemented by local chief executives in Metro Manila through Metro 

Manila Development Authority Resolution No. 20-17 that prohibited the individual and household use of 

firecrackers and other pyrotechnic devices while under a general community quarantine. 

 

In the early hours of Jan. 1, 2021, DENR-EMBôs six air quality monitoring stations located in Caloocan, 

Marikina, Navotas, Pasig, Parañaque, and Taguig recorded an average concentration of 87 micrograms per 

normal cubic meter (ug/Ncm) of particulate matter (PM10), or particles that are less than 10 microns in 

diameter, such as dust, pollen and mold. 

 

An average of 213 ug/Ncm PM10 concentration was registered by this six air quality monitoring stations 

during the festivities last year, which translates to a 59-percent decline at present, according to the DENR-

EMB report. 

 

The highest New Yearôs Eve pollution decline was registered in Navotas City from 209 ug/Ncm to 1 

ug/Ncm; followed by Pasig City from 130 ug/Ncm to 7 ug/Ncm; Bicutan, Taguig from 355 ug/Ncm to 87 

ug/Ncm); Marikina Justice Hall compound, Marikina City from 189 ug/Ncm to 124 ug/Ncm); and 

Caloocan City Hall Annex, Caloocan City from 332 ug/Ncm to 235  ug/Ncm. 

 

However, the monitoring station located in Don Bosco Barangay Hall Compound in Parañaque City 

showed a 78-percent increase in pollution from 62 ug/Ncm to 75 ug/Ncm. 

 

The guidelines for PM10 is set at 150 ug/Ncm based on 24-hour averaging. 

 

Likewise, the DENR-EMB reported lower concentrations of finer particulate matter, PM2.5, on New 

Yearôs Day. 

 

The monitoring station at the Muntinlupa Bilibid open ground in Muntinlupa City posted a maximum 

concentration of 12 ug/Ncm during the early hours of Jan. 1, 2021, which accounts for a 43-percent drop 

from 22 ug/Ncm obtained from the same period last year. 

 

The report, however, noted its Manila City Station measured a high concentration of PM2.5 of 93.5 

ug/Ncm around 1 a.m. on Jan. 1, 2021 from 40.9 ug/Ncm at 11 p.m. on Dec. 31, 2020. 

The standard limit for PM2.5 for a short period is 35 ug/Ncm. 

 

Chronic exposure to particles contributes to the risk of developing cardiovascular and respiratory diseases, 

as well as of lung cancer, according to the DENR. (Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2021/01/02/air-pollution-levels-in-metro-manila-59-lower-in-early-

hours-of-new-years-day/  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/ellalyn-de-vera-ruiz
https://mb.com.ph/2021/01/02/air-pollution-levels-in-metro-manila-59-lower-in-early-hours-of-new-years-day/
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Air quality sa NCR sa Enero 1 gumanda, ayon sa 
DENR 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Jan 02 2021 07:30 PM 

 

May mga nasiyahan sa paghihigpit sa paggamit at pagbebenta ng paputok sa Metro Manila; mayroon ding 

nabitin. Pero sa ulat ng DENR, mas gumanda ang antas ng hangin sa Kamaynilaan. Nagpa-Patrol, Jeffrey 

Hernaez. TV Patrol, Sabado, 2 Enero 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/video/news/01/02/21/air-quality-sa-ncr-sa-enero-1-gumanda-

ayon-sa-denr  

 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/video/news/01/02/21/air-quality-sa-ncr-sa-enero-1-gumanda-ayon-sa-denr
https://news.abs-cbn.com/video/news/01/02/21/air-quality-sa-ncr-sa-enero-1-gumanda-ayon-sa-denr
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1035107573561795/?app=fbl  
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PAs designated, species saved in 
PH despite COVID 
 Sunday, December 27, 2020 Cory Martinez32  

THE designation of over 200 protected areas (PAs) have been completed and a dozen species have 
been saved from extinction this year despite the challenges brought by COVID-19 pandemic. 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu attributed these 
accomplishments to the commitment of the Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) in making sure 
ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÆÌÏÒÁ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÕÎÁ ÁÒÅ ×ÅÌÌ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #/6)$-19 lockdown when people 
mobility is limited and environmental crimes are rampant. 

4ÈÅ "-" ÉÓ Á ÓÔÁÆÆ ÂÕÒÅÁÕ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $%.2 ÍÁÎÄÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ 
rich biological diversity. 

ȰThe effects of the community quarantine did not dampen the spirits of our people at BMB. They made 
sure that the ÁÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ mandates are still  fulfilled in the fullest extent possible,ȱ #ÉÍÁÔÕ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
In his report to Cimatu, BMB Director Ricardo Calderon disclosed that a total of 244 PAs covering 
more than seven million hectares have been either legislated or proclaimed in 2020, pursuant to 
Republic Act 11038 or the Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas (E-NIPAS) Act of 2018. 

Calderon also a DENR Assistant Secretary, said the importance of designating PAs could not be 
overstated. 

ȰWithout the legislated and proclaimed PAs in the Cagayan and Marikina River Basin, the devastation of 
Typhoon Ulysses could have been worst for the wildlife and the communities dependent on these natural 
ecosystems,ȱ #ÁÌÄÅÒÏÎ ÓÔÒÅÓÓÅÄȢ 
Calderon noted that each PA is guided by a science-based management plan, incorporating 
biodiversity assessment tools that identify appropriate management and conservation measures for 
flora and fauna and their habitats. 

He also reported that Ȱ12 species are no longer on the edge of ÅØÔÉÎÃÔÉÏÎȱ after the BMB intensified its 
wildlife protection and enforcement efforts. 
Calderon added that the respective conservation status of these species were downlisted from 
endangered to vulnerable and vulnerable to other threatened species (OTS). 

OTS, which is a classification under DENR Administrative Order 2019-09, refers to species or its 
varieties that is not critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable, but is under threat from 
adverse factors such as over collection throughout its range. 

Calderon said one such species is the Asian Giant Softshell Turtle (Pelochelys cantorii), which was 
downlisted two levels from its previous status of endangered to OTS. 

Another species that was downlisted to endangered to vulnerable are the Negros forest frog 
(Platymantis negrosensis), Mount Data forest frog (Platymantis subterrestris), Mindanao bleeding-
heart (Gallicolumba crinigera), Luzon water redstart (Rhyacornis bicolor). 

The Mindanao fanged frog (Limnonectes magnus), Basilan island caecilian (Ichthyophis glandulosus), 
Todaya caecilian (Ichthyophis mindanaoensis), Yellow-headed water monitor (Varanus cumingi), 
Marbled water monitor (Varanus marmoratus), Large-scaled water monitor (Varanus nuchalis), and 
Mount Isarog shrew-mouse (Archboldomys luzonensis) also downlisted from vulnerable to OTS. 

 

Calderon stressed that even with this achievement, the BMB should not be complacent since those 
species under OTS might likely revert to its vulnerable or endangered category if left as it is. 

 

https://journal.com.ph/news/nation/pas-designated-species-saved-in-ph-despite-covid/
https://journal.com.ph/content-author/c-martinez/
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Calderon stressed that even with this achievement, the BMB should not be complacent since those 
species under OTS might likely revert to its vulnerable or endangered category if left as it is. 

ȰOne of the vital  components as to why this is successful is our aggressive wildlife enforcement. To date, 
we have conducted eight successful operations despite the challenges brought about by the pandemic,ȱ 
Calderon said. 
Those operations led to the confiscation of 53 wild fauna and 27.36 kilograms of agarwood or 
derivatives of Aquilaria species with an estimated cost of P5.6 million. 

Moreover, seven new cases against wildlife criminals have been filed this year. As of September, the 
DENR secured 30 convictions out of 32 criminal cases it had previously filed against violators of RA 
9147 or the Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act of 2001. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/news/nation/pas-designated-species-saved-in-ph-despite-covid/  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/187059061319515/posts/5625709964121037/?app=fbl  
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OccMin Rep. Sato bats for greener PH after 

Covid-19 
ByThe Manila Times 

January 3, 2021 

 
Occidental Mindoro Rep. Josephine Sat o 

Protecting the world land and ocean resources outweighs financial costs at least five-to-one. Globally, 

this can lead to USD 250 billion in increased yearly economic output, plus USD 350 billion in 

improved ecosystem services annually. 

 

Thus said Occidental Mindoro Lone House Representative Josephine Ramirez Sato. 

 

ñBy investing in the natural systems that give Filipinos clean water, air and other resources, we can 

generate jobs and create a more resilient nation. The Covid-19 pandemic revealed the vulnerabilities of 

many Philippine sectors. Environmental frontliners have been particularly hard-hit,ò she added. 

 

In Occidental Mindoro, 35 wardens and 24 rangers from the Mts. Iglit-Baco Natural Park and Tamaraw 

Conservation Program were affected, she informed. 

 

Through the Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) of UNDP and DENR through the Biodiversity 

Management Bureau (DENR-BMB) for instance, raised over P1.4 million for Mindoroôs rangers and 

wardens. 

 

Sato said that safeguarding biodiversity reduces future health risks and makes society more resilient. 

ñWith proper environmental considerations, nature-positive solutions can create stable jobs and protect 

our planet,ò she said. 

 

She gives suggestions how the country can build back greener ï foremost is to include Protected Areas 

(PAs) and key biodiversity areas (KBAs) as key elements of nature-based solutions. 

 

ñWe need to leverage our natural capital, particularly the untapped potential of our PAs, and ensure 

that protecting nature is central to our green recovery agenda,ò she said, adding the importance of 

investing more in PAs and KBAs. 

 

ñWe are in the midst of one of the most trying times in our history. But by correcting our past mistakes, 

we can mend our broken relationship with nature,ò she concluded. 
  

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/01/03/public-square/occmin-rep-sato-bats-for-

greener-ph-after-covid-19/821672/  

 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/isoreno/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/01/03/public-square/occmin-rep-sato-bats-for-greener-ph-after-covid-19/821672/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/01/03/public-square/occmin-rep-sato-bats-for-greener-ph-after-covid-19/821672/
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A general view shows a swollen river due to heavy rains brought by Super Typhoon Rolly in Legazpi 

City, Philippines' Abay province on November 1, 2020. 
AFP/Charism Sayat 

Commentary: COVID-19 and climate change, 
the dual crises of 2020 
Paco Pangalangan (Philstar.com) - January 2, 2021 - 1:22pm 

There is no doubt that people will remember 2020 as the year the world was 
introduced to COVID-19, the virus behind the global pandemic that has led to over 1.8 
million deaths, caused economies to crash, and opened doors to corruption around the 
world.  

In the Philippines, COVID-19 cases have been steadily rising and now stand at 
473,532 with over 9,000 deaths. The public health crisis and the lockdowns 
implemented to slow its spread also took an economic toll, with the Philippine 
economy entering a technical recession mid-year. 

The emergency use of public funds to respond to the health crisis has also pushed 
transparency to the back burner. As noted by Stratbase ADR Institute Trustee Dr. 
Francisco Magno in his recently published Special Study entitled "Reviving democratic 
institutions: Strengthening the fight against corruption," ever since the start of the 
pandemic, state-based responses have been marked by fund movement possessing 
three key traits. 

These are: 1) large, 2) unclear in beneficiaries and usage, and 3) with high discretion. 
Indeed, this health crisis has created the opportunity for COVID-corruption which 
cripples our government's capacity to respond to the health crisis adequately. 

At the same time, 2020 was also a big year for the global fight against climate change. 
In line with the Paris Agreement in 2015, signatory countries were due to publish their 
revised climate action plans, or nationally determined contributions, to coincide with 
COP26 in Glasgow. It was supposed to be the first real test for the signatory countries 
but was postponed due to the pandemic. 

Meanwhile, the effects of climate change continue to be felt. The Philippines was 
reminded of these destructive effects late last year when Super Typhoon Rolly and 
Typhoon Ulysses claimed lives, left thousands homeless, and damaged agriculture 
and infrastructure. 

Truly, the past year was one where we faced the dual crises of COVID-19 and climate 
change, and while they are two distinct issues, there are lessons that we can take from 
what these crises have in common.  

Allow me to highlight just three. 

 

 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1806709/paco-pangalangan
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Allow me to highlight just three. 

The first is how both crises are security threats that need more national attention. As 
recently pointed out by Dr. Renato de Castro, a trustee and program convenor of the 
Institute, challenges brought about the climate change and public health crises are 
examples of non-traditional security issues that need to be factored into our security 
agenda. 

In his study entitled "The Challenge of Managing 21st Century Pandemics Amidst the 
US-China Strategic Competition," De Castro explained that non-traditional security 
threats are those that challenge the well-being of people and states, but that arise 
primarily out of non-military and non-strategic sources.  

He also pointed out the need to shift how people perceive what threatens our security 
from strictly military, political and diplomatic conflicts to include non-traditional security 
threats, such as those that can be brought about by climate change and emerging 
infectious diseases (EIDs). 

The second thing these two crises have in common is how both highlight just how 
pivotal the whole-of-society approach is to our climate change and pandemic 
responses. 

During a virtual town hall discussion organized in the middle of last year on mitigating 
the impact of COVID-19 through sustainable health financing, Dr. Liza Martinez of the 
Philippine Alliance of Persons with Chronic Illness, pointed out that "participation is 
very key to us... COVID-19 related, as well as non-COVID-19 related health concerns, 
must be factored into the picture. The weakest link of any national issue will determine 
the outcome of success." 

The private sector and civil society's efforts throughout the pandemic demonstrate 
their willingness to participate and contribute to the success of the countryôs response 
efforts.  

From vigilance against COVID-corruption, to raising funds to help frontliners and poor 
communities, to building-up the country's testing capacity through the public-private 
initiative taskforce T3 (Test, Trace, Treat), to committing to help the government 
secure vaccine doses, the private sector and civil society have shown just how vital 
their role is in Philippine society. 

In terms of combating climate change, multi-sectoral collaboration, too, was central to 
the discussion of our Pilipinas Conference 2020 session on the green economic 
recovery. The session had speakers from the private sector, such as Coca-Cola, Ayala 
Corp. and the Chamber of Mines of the Philippines, talking about the importance of the 
private sector taking initiative to be sustainable and responsible stewards of the 
environment.  

At the same time, Manila Mayor Isko Moreno was there too and emphasized the point 
on collaboration and climate change and said that if "private corporations will work 
hand in hand with the government, we will achieve our goals in protecting our 
environment and creating sustainable programs for the next generation." 
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The third takeaway from these dual crises is that we now have an opportunity to 
improve. Coming off of year shaped by COVID-19 and climate change, one of 
the most significant challenges now is to "build back better."  

However, this means doing more than getting the economy back on track. What 
people build must reduce the likelihood of future shocks and increase society's 
resilience when they occur.  

The "new normal," a term I wished we could leave in 2020, should be a pro-active one. 
One where climate change and EIDs are seen as serious threats to our country's 
security and are planned against accordingly.  

Given the growing awareness of the relationship between environmental destruction 
and new diseases, it must also be a collaborative one, where the government, private 
and civil society sectors work together to generate economic and social value through 
greener initiatives. 

They say that hindsight is 20/20. Hopefully, this means that we have learned a few 
things from the year that passed and ð fully knowing that the risks we faced then in 
terms of public health, COVID-corruption, and climate change are by no means behind 
us ð march into 2021 armed with hope and lessons learned. 
  

Paco Pangalangan is the executive director of think tank Stratbase ADR 
Institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/other-sections/news-feature/banner-pict-

1/2021/01/02/2067715/commentary-covid-19-and-climate-change-dual-crises-2020  
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PH Covid-19 recoveries climb to almost 440K: DOH 
By Marita Moaje  January 2, 2021, 5:51 pm 

 
(PNA file photo) 

MANILA  ấ The number of coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) recoveries in the country has reached 439,942, 

with 47 new recoveries reported on Saturday. 

In its case bulletin, the Department of Health (DOH) also announced 1,097 new Covid-19 cases raising the 

number of active cases to 27,721. 

Davao del Norte reported the highest number of new cases at 65, followed by Davao City with 60 new Covid-19 

cases, Laguna with 53, Batangas with 48, and Cavite with 43. 

The DOH likewise said 82.3 percent of the total active cases are considered to be mild, 9.8 percent are 

asymptomatic, 4.9 percent are critical, 2.6 percent are severe, and 0.43 percent are moderate. 

Meanwhile, there were five new recorded deaths due to Covid-19, raising the death toll to 9,253. 

The total number of Covid-19 cases in the country has reached 476,916. 

The DOH assured that there are enough Covid-19 bed capacities in the country with 64 percent availability for 

Intensive care unit (ICU) beds, 71 percent of isolation beds available, ward beds have 79 percent availability 

and enough ventilators with 80 percent availability. 

The DOH said that 15 laboratories did not submit their test results for January 1 due to the temporary 

unavailability of the Covid-19 Document Repository System (CDRS). 

However, they also gave an assurance that the issue was resolved immediately and that they are now 

coordinating with the involved laboratories to ensure that all results are uploaded immediately. 

Moreover, for January 1, they said that 150 out of 198 laboratories were able to lodge their reports to the DOH 

while 33 laboratories declared no operation on Friday. 

Meanwhile, the DOH clarified that the Philippine Genome Center (PGC) has not detected the Covid-19 variant 

from the United Kingdom (UK) in the country. 

Likewise, it said that all positive RT-PCR or swab test specimens from countries with cases of the UK Covid-19 

variant will undergo genome sequencing starting on Jan. 4. 

In an earlier social media post, the PGC said it will continue sequencing and the biosurveillance of positive 

cases that will be brought directly to them for whole-genome sequencing. 

The DOH assured that they closely coordinating with relevant agencies to make sure that stricter measures are 

being implemented to prevent the entry of the new coronavirus variant. (PNA) 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1126174  

V 
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ñWeôve been meeting with Metro Manila mayors to remind them to strengthen their COVID-19 

response. They have to monitor cases closely,ò Duque said in a radio interview, citing the slight 
increase in cases in the past days. 

STAR/Edd Gumban, file 

DOH to NCR: Scale up pandemic response 

Sheila Crisostomo (The Philippine Star) - January 3, 2021 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines ð Expecting a spike in COVID-19 cases with the end of the holiday 
season, Health Secretary Francisco Duque III has urged Metro Manila mayors to scale up 
their response to the pandemic. 

ñWeôve been meeting with Metro Manila mayors to remind them to strengthen their COVID-19 
response. They have to monitor cases closely,ò Duque said in a radio interview, citing the 
slight increase in cases in the past days. 

The year 2020 ended with a total of 476,061 COVID-19 cases ï 9,244 deaths and 439,796 
recoveries ï documented by the DOH as of Dec. 31. 

The number of cases was projected to go up significantly due to increased mobility during the 
Yuletide season. Actual figure is expected to reflect in the DOHôs Case Bulletin for COVID-19 
by up to the middle of January as it takes 14 days for the disease to manifest symptoms. 

Duque noted it is important for the local government units to make sure they are prepared in 
terms of availability of quarantine or isolation facilities, testing, contact tracing and case 
finding. 

To prevent the health system from being overwhelmed, Duque advised private hospitals to 
allocate 20 percent of their beds to COVID-19 patients and public hospitals, 30 percent. 

In Manila, city health director Dr. Arnold Pangan said residents who leave the city for vacation 
are required to undergo swab test before they are allowed to return to their respective 
barangays. 

In an order dated Dec. 29 and addressed to 896 barangay chairmen, Pangan said residents 
would not be allowed to return home and would be placed in a city government quarantine 
facilities unless cleared of COVID-19. The order took effect yesterday. It was not immediately 
clear how city authorities would enforce the order. 

ñThe pandemic started in March 2020 and the cases increased drastically. On July 15, 2020 
we have recorded 1,520 active cases. As of Dec. 22, we only have 310 active cases recorded 
in our city,ò Pangan said in his memorandum. 

Those who test positive would be made to undergo quarantine in any of the 14 city quarantine 
facilities, while those who test negative would be given certificates. 
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No new COVID-19 variant in Phl 

Meanwhile, in an advisory, the DOH said said there is no trace in the Philippines of the more 
transmissible new variant of COVID-19 first found in the United Kingdom. 

The DOH said that as of Jan. 2, the Philippine Genome Center (PGC) has not documented 
the UK variant in the country. 

ñAll RT-PCR positive specimens from countries with confirmed UK variant are to undergo 
genome sequencing beginning Monday, Jan. 4, 2021,ò the agency noted, referring to 
realtime-polymerase chain reaction test. 

The DOH has given assurance that it is ñworking with relevant agencies to ensure that stricter 
measures of control are being implemented in all ports of the country.ò 

ñMeanwhile, we urge everyone to keep practicing the minimum public health standards ï the 
only universally effective protocol against any mutation, variant or strain,ò it added. 

To keep the new variant at bay, the Philippine government has banned travelers from 21 
countries up to Jan. 15. 

Filipino citizens are exempted from the ban but they are required to undergo a 14-day 
quarantine, even if they test negative for COVID-19. 

Duque told The STAR yesterday that a new task force would be created to deal with the UK 
variant. He said the membership of the task force would be known tomorrow. 

ñPotential members are PGC, Research Institute for Tropical Medicine, University of the 
Philippines-National Institute of Health and DOH-Technical Advisory Group representatives,ò 
he added. 

The discovery of the new COVID-19 variant has sparked renewed global panic, as it might 
compromise ongoing developments of vaccines. 

So far, two vaccine companies ï Pfizer-BioNTech and AstraZeneca ï were given emergency 
authorization use in some countries. 

Duque said in a radio interview that PGC is leading the collection of swab samples from 
infected travelers from countries covered by the ban. 

ñIt costs some P4 million to run 390 specimens or swab isolates through genome sequencing. 
I told them that maybe they can start doing half of that so weôll know the situation 
immediately,ò he said. 

Duque added while the UK variant is easily transmissible, there is no evidence that it is more 
virulent or can cause more serious complications. ï Jose Rodel Clapano 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/01/03/2067835/doh-ncr-scale-pandemic-

response  
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