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NOW ON ITS SECOND YEAR

DENR hasnehsa Bay I1rCa ek

ByEireene Jairee Gomez
February 6, 2D

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)rikimg on a comprehensive
approach thatwilgxedi t e the rehabilitation of Machisl
now in its second year, Secretary Roy Cimatu said.

T h e DE N Ra&Bay AMi@aRollution Task Force (MBAPTF), which is in chargiethe
rehabilitation project and Benny D. Apbrda, Environment undersecretary for solid waste
management and local gewvment unit concerns, held its first meeting on February 3.

A We h aet dowrt to business and jumpstart the task force as wetheaskcond year of the Batt|
f or Ma n Cimau sBidily g statement.

During the meeting, Antiporda stressed theimr t ance of the task for
actions taken by Cimatas chairman of the MBAPTF.

AThe 1 ssue o ¢orepfohEBhtietfor Manila Bay. We are hete provide support to the
Secretary and the MBAPTF, 0 he said.

AThe hyectivais to stop further pollution in the whole of the Manila Bay redsgrhook or by
crook, we will stop them (polluters). Werca defy t hese envir onopldtaskt a
force members.

The MBAPTF is composed of the Manila Bay CoordimgtOffice, River Basin Control Office, Pasig
River Coordinating and ManagenteOffice (PRCMO), National Water Resources Board, Laguna
Lake Development Authority, and Environmert#nagement Bureau regional offices in Central
Luzon, Calabarzon and Natidr@apital Region. Calabarzon is Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal ar
Quezon.

Antiporda directed the PRCMO to examine the riverbankikeoPasig River for illegal drainage pipe
andto trace their source from the Laguna de Bay outlet in Napindan Chalnihel wky to Manila
Bay.

The only outlet of Laguna de Bay is the Napindan @kgrwhich is connected to Manila Bay via the
Pasig Rier.

ANot all of t he pivepanks ortcieeks areyllegal. Sbmerofdhose are $tanne
dr ai ns,danoecht i por

Sourcehttps://www.manilatimes.nét021/02/06/news/latestories/derthastes-manilabay-
rehabilitationcimau/837812/
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DENR bumuo ng Manila Bay Anti-Pollution Task Force

Abante News Online Last updated Feb 6, 2021 m

4 Share f L 4 @ a @15 W0

Nagtatag ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ng Manila Bay Anti-Pollution
Task Force (MBAPTF) na kukumpleto sa mga pamamaraan upang mas mapabilis ang rehabilitasyon at

pagpapanumbalik ng coastal at marine ecosystem ng Manila Bay.

Sa isang Special Order No. 2021 - 17 na nilagdaan ni DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, ang MBAPTF ay
pamumunuan ng Undersecretary for Solid Waste management and Local Government Units Concerns
(SWMLGUC).

Kasama sa responsibilidad ng task force ay ang sumusunod: Tiyakin ang pagsunod sa lahat ng mga
pasilidad ng gobyerno, subdivision, condominium, commercial center, hotel, sports and recreational
facilities, hospitals, market places, public buildings, industrial complex at iba pang katulad na mga
establisimyento sa Manila Bay Region na may kaugnayan sa umiiral na sewerage system o ang

pagtatayo ng kani-kanilang indibidwal na sewerage plant.
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Ayon kay DENR Undersecretary for Solid

RELATED POSTS Waste Management and Local Government Units

& OFW na human trafficking victim Concerns Benny Antiporda, malaking hamon ito sa

balik ‘Pinas kanilang hanay ang polusyon sa Manila Bay.
Feb6,2021 « 0

“The issue of pollution is the core of the Battle for

T timb tangk t
EeNAgErtimbeg =8 tangkand terror Manila Bay. We are here to provide support to the

attack

Feb6 2021 < O Secretary and the MBTFE" pahayag ni Antiporda.
Basurero ala-Hollywood star sa Idinagdag pa niya na pangunahing layunin nito na
makeover matigil ang karagdagang polusyon sa Manila Bay.
Feb6,2021 «& 0

Upang matiyak ang pagsunod ng mga ito,
maglalabas din ng mga kautusan ang kagawaran

sa pagpapataw ng multa, parusa at iba pang mga parusang administratibo. (Mina Navarro)

Sourcehttps://www.abante.com.ph/debumuceng-manilabay-antipollution-taskforce/
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Mga illegal pipes na nagtatapon ng maruming
tubig, ipinatatanggal ng DENR sa riverbanks sa
Pasig River

By RadyoMaN Manila -Feb. 6, 2021 at 10:17am

Photo Courtesy: Deposit Photo s

Iniutos ni Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary
for Solid Waste Management and Local Government Units Concerns Benny Antiporda
sa Pasig River Coordinating and Management Office na suyurin ang baybayin o
riverbanks sa Pasig River.

Layon nito na matukoy ang mga illegal pipes at ang pinanggagalingan ng duming mula
sa Laguna de Bay palabas ng Napindan Channel patungo sa Manila Bay.

Ang nag-iisang labasan sa Laguna de Bay ay ang Napindan Channel na konektado sa
Manila Bay sa pamamagitan ng Pasig River.

Inatasan din nito ang Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) na magbigay ng
technical assistance sa pamamagitan ng water quality assessment upang matukoy
kung ang tubig ay nagmumula sa floodwater o galing sa residential, commercial at
industrial establishments.

Kasunod naman ito ng naging pulong ng Manila Bay Anti-Pollution Task Force para
kumpletuhin at pabilisin ang implementasyon ng mga pamamaraan sa rehabilitation at
restoration ng coastal at marine ecosystem ng Manila Bay.

Sourcehttps://rmnph/mgaillegal-pipesnanagtatapomg-marumingtubic-ipinatatanggahg-
derr-sariverbankssapasig
river/?fbclid=IwAR2x{8JM]0OMQAQC4EUedfilDgjvicDBH30O4LUBvVNajPrrYRdgkn9ND79t
A
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DENROSs Anti porda makes
Pampanga open dumpsite

Publishe February 6, 2021, 1:01 PM
by Betheena Kae Unite

The shutdown of open dumpsites in the country has begun.

This, after a fowhectareopen dumpsite in the middle of a greenfield in Sta. Ana, Pampanga was
closed down by the &partment of EnvwonmemndNaturaI Resources Friday, February 4.

(Photo via DENR)

After not complying with a previous notice of violation, the dumpsite located in Barangay San
Nicolas was finally closed.

e al r enatideyof viotomw eslo awh at we & that theywgl énalty i

iWe hayv
t his, 0 Envi r omBemayrDt Anlipordaewhs ledcthre elosare, gaid.

fix
However, the dumping of waste ensued despite the notice, he said.

fSad to say sariwang s ar ilagang tylay tupy yorg spenateons sika
na hindi nagbago (Sad to say, you can see the fresh garbage at the back. They really carried

on with their operations, they did not <chan

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu at the start of the year ordered that all open dumpsites
must be closed by the end of March this year.

During Fridayos c lagesnay was abbepoeconéiscateamne,backhbeg one
bulldozer, and three dump trucks. A cease-and-desist order was also issued to the local
government unit of Sta. Ana.

AThe national government is doing something
sla(and we will definitely wake them up), o0 t|

He furthered that if needed, the department will file cases against the local government.

i We | mun dfter them, and of course penalize them also para alam nila na hindi na maaring
pabayaan ang usaping basura (for them to realize that the issue on waste should not be
neglected), 0 he said.

A rehabilitation effort for the uncovered dumpsite will follow.

Sourcehttps://mb.com.ph/2021/02/06/derastipordamakesexampleoutof-pampanga
opendumpsite/
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PH Magon Ban Plastic Softdr
Stirrer

BY VILLAGECONNECTON FEBRIARYE, 2021

PH May Soon Ban Pl astic
Pl astic Cofrfee St

The National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC) has approved the plastic softdrink
straw and plastic coffee stirrer in the list of non-environmentally acceptable products (NEAP), which
may be banned soon as part of the implementation of Republic Act (RA) 9003 or the Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act of 2000.

The draft resolution declaring plastic softdrink straw and plastic coffee stirrer as NEAP was
deliberated through a virtual en banc meeting on Tuesday (Feb.2), which was presided by
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Solid Waste
Management and Local Government Units (LGUs) Concerns and NSWMC Alternate Chair Benny D.
Antiporda. It concluded with 11 votes for approval and three votes for disapproval of the two items.

Al am el ated that after 20 years since the bir
commenced. This is long overdue and we need to catch up with the demand of solid waste
manage ment i n our country, o Antiporda said.

He added: ignificant milestone fa NSWNVMC, and for the Filipino people. We have long been
fighting for and we are committed in having a NEAP list to comply with the law to combat
environmentald a mage . 0

i T hpeohibition on these two single-use plastic items may be small steps in the NEAP listing, but it is
a big |l eap when it comes to compliance with th

Further, the approved resolution comes at a perfect time as the world celebrates International Straw
Free Day on February 3. frhis global celebration aims to encourage the public to go straw-free and
say Ano straw pleased when ordering drinks, o A

The resolution was passed despite heavy resistance from some members of the Commission, such
as the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), the manufacturing and recycling industries.

Other members who participated in the en banc meeting were the Department of Health, Metro
Manila Development Authority, Department of the Interior and Local Government, Department of
Agriculture, Department of Public Works and Highways, Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority, Philippine Information Agency, League of Municipalities of the Philippines, League of Cities
of the Philippines, and non-government organizations represented by the EcoWaste Coalition.
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Pur suant to Section 29 of RA 9003, ofthi$\Act,thei n one
Commission shall, after public notice and hearing, prepare a list of non-environmentally acceptable
products as defined in this Act that shall be prohibited according to a schedule that shall be prepared
by the Commi ssion. o0

However, it was only two decades after the Act was passed when the Commission came up with a list
of NEAP.

NSWMC held multi-sectoral consultations on the NEAP list last January 22 and February 1 with 169
and 178 participants, respectively, from the local government units, private sector, and key
stakeholders from civil society groups.

The Department of Science and Technology, co-chair of the NSWMC Technical Working Committee,
presented the results of its assessment on plastic softdrink straws and plastic coffee stirrers on both
days.

Sourcehttp://villageconnect.comipph-may-soonbanplasticsoftdrink-strawplasticcoffee-
stirrer/3352
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Finally, a ban on single-use plastic straws, stirrers

Published February 6, 2021, 12:14 AM
by Manila Bulletin

The National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC) approved last Tuesday a
resolution banning plastic soft-drinks straws and plastic stirrers, now commonly used in
restaurants in the country. These single-use plastic materials end up in huge volumes in the
nationds garbage dumps and eventual | plereasont h
that plastic is not biodegradable and lasts up to 450 years.

The ban is in implementation of Republic Act (RA) 9003, the Ecological Waste Management
Act approved on January 26, 2001. That law listed many materials that were filling the

nat i garbédge dumps, including materials containing toxic additives that threaten human
health and the environment.

It might be asked why it took the government 20 years to implement a provision of law
approved in 2001. Congress has often been criticized for taking too long to approve urgently
needed bills, but that is due to the fact that Congress includes so many clashing interests
that it is often difficult to achieve consensus and approval. But it saw the growing threat to
the environment as early as 20 years ago when it approved RA 9003.

In this connection, it might be added that Secretary Roy Cimatu of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources three weeks ago ordered the closure of 200 open
dumps in the country by March, also in compliance with the same Ecological Waste
Management Act of 2001. Some 385 other open dumps in the country had been closed
earlier.

Garbage is to be expected in any urban setting but local governments are supposed to
provide sanitary landfills, not just open dumps that pose health hazards. Households are also
encouraged to recycle reusable materials such as bottles and cardboard boxes. Special
attention and treatment is needed for toxic wastes such as those from hospitals.

The ban on plastic straws and stirrers is of special importance worldwide because of their
volume and longevity. Millions of these small items are used every day in restaurants all over
the world, then dumped after just one use.

Billions of these non-biodegradable plastics have been disposed of in garbage dumps all

over the world for over a century and since plastic takes up to 450 years before it

dsi ntegrates, they end up in the worl dds oc:¢
Waste Management Commission last Tuesday is thus our contribution to the solution of a
world problem.
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Plastics have been a greatinvention t hat saved t heforestsrptodding solidr
and stronger substitutes for use as materials for boxes, bags, clothes, shoes, furniture,
household appliances and factory equipment, and construction materials for roads and
buildings.

It is hoped that more quickly degradable plastics can be invented so they will cease to be a

problem for the environment. Until such time, it is best to end the use of plastics as single-
use straws and stirrers to save our environ

Sourcehttps://mb.com.ph/2021/02/06/finadbtbanon-singleuseplasticstrawsstirrers/
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THE National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC) approved last Tuesday

a resolution banning plastic softdrinks straws and plastic stirrers, now commonly

used in restaurants in the country. These single-use plastic materials end up in huge
volumes in the nationds garbage dumps and
the simple reason that plastic is not biodegradable and lasts up to 450 years.

The ban is in implementation of Republic Act (RA) 9003, the Ecological Waste
Management Act approved on January 26, 2001. That law listed many materials that
were fil |l i ngarbadgedumpstinclodingsnatgrials containing toxic additives
that threaten human health and the environment.

It might be asked why it took the government 20 years to implement a provision of law
approved in 2001. Congress has often been criticized for taking too long to approve
urgently needed bills, but that is due to the fact that Congress includes so many
clashing interests that it is often difficult to achieve consensus and approval. But it
saw the growing threat to the environment as early as 20 years ago when it approved
RA 9003.

In this connection, it might be added that Secretary Roy Cimatu of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources three weeks ago ordered the closure of 200 open
dumps in the country by March, also in compliance with the same Ecological Waste
Management Act of 2001. Some 385 other open dumps in the country had been closed
earlier.
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Garbage is to be expected in any urban setting but local governments are supposed to
provide sanitary landfills, not just open dumps that pose health hazards. Households
are also encouraged to recycle reusable materials such as bottles and cardboard
boxes. Special attention and treatment is needed for toxic wastes such as those from
hospitals.

The ban on plastic straws and stirrers is of special importance worldwide because of
their volume and longevity. Millions of these small items are used every day in
restaurants all over the world, then dumped after just one use.

Billions of these non-biodegradable plastics have been disposed of in garbage dumps
all over the world for over a century and since plastic takes up to 450 years before it
disintegrates,they end wup i n the worldds oceans. T
Waste Management Commission last Tuesday is thus our contribution to the solution
of a world problem.
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Plastics have been agreatinvent i on that saved t he wmvidindgcC
solid and stronger substitutes for use as materials for boxes, bags, clothes, shoes,
furniture, household appliances and factory equipment, and construction materials for
roads and buildings.

It is hoped that more quickly degradable plastics can be invented so they will cease to
be a problem for the environment. Until such time, it is best to end the use of plastics
assingleeuse straws and stirrers to save our en

Sourcehttp://[tempo.com.ph/2021/02/06/finalstbanon-single-useplasticstrawsstirrers/
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EDITORIAL - More needs to be done vs
single-use plastic

(The Freeman) - February 7, 2021 - 12:00am

In a laudable move, the National Solid Waste Management Commission recently listed coffee
stirrers and plastic straws as among single-use plastic products that are non-environmentally
acceptable and have to be phased out.

This means that those items may soon be illegal to use, although the restaurants and coffee
shops that have them may still use up their remaining stocks.

There are other single-use items that should be on this list like those sleeves that come with
individual apples, those packsthatwrapasi ngl e or ange, and the ba
tubi g ma-thélistis@radically endless.

However, the single-use plastic with the biggest presence in our streets, landfills, and seas is the
plastic sachet.

A lot of the things we need for everyday life comes in plastic sachets; soap, shampoo,
conditioner, toothpaste, cooking oil, floor wax, body lotion, pet food, condiments, you name it.

Banning some single-use plastic products may not be enough if we want to clean up the
environment and prevent floods; we have to wean the people away from their dependence on
single-use plastic products, most especially plastic sachets.

Yes, we do realize buying things in sachets makes practical sense, especially to the poorer
families who cannot buy itemsi n bul k as well as those who |
much of anything, but we have to face the reality that many of us --and even in some cases our
local government units-- cannot dispose of our plastic trash properly.

Sooner or latertheyendup where they shoul dndét be.

There is an urgent need to reduce our plastic waste now more than ever. We have already
mentioned that this pandemic will result in a deluge of discarded plastic products that we had to
use to secure ourselves and our loved one from COVID-19 as well as to save those who were
infected by it.

If nothing is done to reduce the non-COVID-19 plastic trash already being produced by our
growing population, we will soon be facing an environmental crisis.

Sourcehttps://www.philstar.com/threeman/opinion/2021/02/07/2075852/editonabre
needsbhe-donevs-singleuseplastic/amp/
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