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The Department has been relentless in its campaign to intensify Forest Protection and Law 
Enforcement. In response, substantial investment has been made to ensure that Field Office 
personnel are equipped with knowledge and essential equipment/tools for the monitoring and strict 
implementation of the environmental laws and regulations. The priority activities are the following: 
(1) continuous forest patrolling thru Lawin System; (2) forest fire prevention; and (3) neutralization 
of illegal logging hotspots.

Sustainable Implementation of Lawin 
Forest and Biodiversity Protection 
System

Pursuant to DENR Administrative 
Order No. 2018-21, the Lawin Forest 
and Biodiversity Protection System 
was adopted as the National Strategy 
for Forest Biodiversity in the country 
which will strengthen forest 
biodiversity protection through the 
application of a science-based and 
technology-aided forest protection 
that is relevant to forest biodiversity 
management. It integrates forest, 
biodiversity and threats monitoring, 
implementation of interventions to 
address threats and monitoring of the 
response of the forest ecosystem to 
these management interventions. It 
allows management and decision 
makers to respond directly to threats in 
a timely manner based on the 
generated reports. 

INTENSIFIED FOREST PROTECTION AND ANTI-ILLEGAL LOGGING

(Source: FMB)

Figure 8.1 Heat Map of Threats for CY 2020
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For CY 2020, a total of 4,827 patrollers joined the patrolling. As a result, a total of 112,456 
kilometers were patrolled out of the target of 70,206 kilometers, equivalent to 160% 
accomplishment rate. The patrol team consisted of Forest Rangers, foresters, forest technicians, 
Forest Protection Officers, Bantay Gubat, and volunteers. 

Of the 4,091 observed threats requiring post-patrol responses, a total of 3,209 or 78% were 
addressed and responded to. The observed threats can be of natural or anthropogenic activity. The 
top five most common threats observed during the patrol works are the Annual and Perennial 
Farming (2,013), cutting of trees (1,117), typhoon-related (1,045), landslide and mudslide (825), 
and establishment of hut or house and other infrastructure (808). 

Figure 8.2 Observed threats per kilometer

Figure 8.3 Percentage of the observed threats during Lawin Patrol


